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Taking TesTs (saT version)
2

Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
Why should I take a college entrance exam (ACT or SAT), and how can I prepare? 
NOTE: This lesson requires coordination with your school counselor.  
It also requires making arrangements to use the computer lab.

Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
What kinds of questions will be on the SAT?

Taking Tests 3: SAT Registration
How do I register for the SAT? What do I need to know for test day? 
NOTE: This lesson requires coordination with your school counselor.  
It also requires making arrangements to use the computer lab.

Taking Tests 4: Workforce and Adult Education Tests
What kinds of tests might I face when applying for jobs, the military, or vocational training? 

Lesson Descriptions

17
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Most Students Will:

All Students Will:

Prepare to take the SAT •	
using	resources	identified	in	
class.

Identify strategies for approaching SAT questions.•	
Register to take the SAT.•	
Understand the mechanics of preparing for test day (For example, •	
make sure your calculator has fresh batteries.) and know what to 
do after they arrive at the testing site.

Understand the purpose of the SAT.•	
Understand the types of questions included on the SAT.•	
Recognize that although there’s a small penalty for guessing on the SAT, it’s a •	
good idea to answer all questions for which they can eliminate one or more 
answers.
Understand how employers and other organizations use standardized tests. •	

Some Students Will:

GRADE 11, Unit 2, Taking Tests (SAT version)
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Test Prep

Is your student thinking 
about applying to college? 
The application process 
varies from school to school. 
Some community colleges 
require only a high school 
diploma or GED. More 
competitive colleges require 
more.

Many colleges will want to 
know your son or daughter’s 
GPA (grade point aver-
age) or class rank (how her 
grades compare to her 
classmates). Many colleges 
also require a score from a 
standardized test that helps 
them compare students from 
different schools.

Your student can take 
one of two tests used to 
compare students applying 
to college – the ACT or the 
SAT. Most schools accept ei-
ther test. Visit test websites 
for more info. 
•	ACT:	www.actstudent.org
•	SAT:	www.collegeboard.com

When and where are these 
tests given?
Students can take the ACT 
and SAT in 11th or 12th 
grade, starting in the fall of 
junior year. Experts recom-
mend taking either test dur-
ing the 11th grade, when 
subjects like algebra and 
geometry will be fresh in 
students’ minds. This option 
also gives students a chance 
to re-take the test in 12th 
grade, if needed.

Test dates and locations are 
available from your school 
counselor, or on the ACT 
and SAT websites listed 
below.

How does my student sign 
up?
Both the ACT and SAT of-
fer two ways to register. 
Online registration requires 
a credit card and an e-mail 
address. It’s easier for 
students to update and 
confirm	information	if	they	
register online.

Students may also register 
by mail, where they can 
pay by check or money 
order. The school counselor 
can provide mail-in regis-
tration forms.

How much does the test 
cost? As of 2009-2010,
the ACT costs $32, plus 
an extra $15 for students 
taking the writing test. The 
SAT costs $45. (SAT Subject 
Tests cost extra.) Check 
the websites for yearly 
updates. Students who can-
not afford to pay may be 
excused from these fees. 
They should see their school 
counselor for details.

How do scores get re-
ported to colleges?
While registering, students 
can choose up to four col-
leges to receive their test 
scores. Later on, they may 
request more score reports. 
Extra reports cost $9.00 
per college for the ACT, 
and $9.50 per college for 
the SAT (as of 2009-2010).

How can my student pre-
pare for these tests?
The ACT and the SAT aren’t 
the kind of test students 
can cram for, but it helps to 
understand the rules and 
know what kinds of ques-
tions will be asked. Practice 
tests are available on the 
websites below. It’s well 
worth your student’s time to 
try at least one practice test 
–	start	to	finish	–	before	the	
actual test day.

Where can I go for more 
information?
Some communities offer test 
prep courses through after 
school programs. Compa-
nies like Kaplan, Barron’s, 
and the Princeton Review 
sell test prep books with
tips and practice questions. 
You can get these from your 
guidance counselor, the 
library, or most bookstores. 
There’s also lots of info 
online:	
•	ACT:	www.actstudent.org
•	SAT:	www.collegeboard.com
•	www.number2.com
•	http://ineedapencil.com/

Grade 11  Taking Tests

Family Newsletter

Grade by Grade
Roads to Success intro-
duces all 11th-graders to 
the ACT, SAT, and a few 
tests they might encounter 
after high school. We 
walk students through the 
registration process for 
the ACT or SAT, depend-
ing on which test is most 
often taken by students 
in your area. Students 
who register online will 
need a parent’s credit 
card information, which 
they can bring to school 
or add later at home. 
Students who mail in their 
registrations will need to 
include a check or money 
order (or fee waiver).

Roads to Success  
is a new program 
designed to help 
middle and high school 
students prepare 
for their futures. This 
newsletter will keep you 
posted on what we’re 
doing in school, and 
how families can follow 
through at home.

For more information 
about Roads to Success, 
please	visit	our	website:			                
www.roadstosuccess.org.
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TakINg TesTs 1Introduction to aCT/saT (saT version)

Approx. 45 minutes
I.	 Warm	Up:	College	Entrance	

Exams (5 minutes)

II. Why and Why Now? (5 minutes)

III.	 Sizing	up	the	Heavyweights:	
ACT vs SAT (5 minutes)

IV. SAT FAQs (20 minutes)

V.	 Wrap	Up:	Plan	of	Attack	 
(10 minutes)

During	this	lesson,	the	student(s)	will:

Learn that colleges require entrance exams, and the reasons that they do.•	

List good reasons to take the ACT or SAT in 11th grade.•	

Become familiar with the basic content of the SAT and ACT.•	

Gather the practical information they need to register for the SAT.•	

❑	 STUDENT HANDBOOK PAGES: 

Student Handbook page 5,  •	
College Entrance Exams

Student Handbook page 6,  •	
Why and Why Now?

Student Handbook page 7,  •	
Sizing	up	the	Heavyweights:	ACT	vs	SAT

Student Handbook page 8, SAT FAQs•	

Student Handbook pages 9-10, Plan of •	
Attack

❑	 Handout with local SAT test dates, locations, 
and education codes. (See PREPARATION.)

AGENDA MATERIALS

OBJECTIVES

Why should I take a college entrance exam (ACT or SAT), and how •	
can I prepare?

The BIG Idea
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OVERVIEW  ...........................................................................................

By 11th grade, most students know that high school will not last forever, and that one option 

after they graduate is to go to college. They may not know, however, that planning ahead is 

necessary, and that many colleges require applicants to take either the ACT or SAT college en-

trance exam.  This four-lesson unit will help students get ready to take the SAT as well as tests 

they may encounter after high school. 

The first lesson introduces students to both the SAT and ACT, explains why colleges require an 

entrance exam, cites reasons to take one of the two tests this year, provides basic information 

about the content, and articulates what students need to know before signing up for the SAT.

PREPARATION  ....................................................................................

❑ List the day’s BIG IDEA and activities on the board.

❑ The following handouts need to be made into overhead transparencies or copied onto chart 

paper:

Student Handbook page 6, Why and Why Now?•	

Student Handbook page 7, Sizing up the Heavyweights: ACT vs SAT•	

Student Handbook page 8, SAT FAQs•	

❑ For Activity II, Why and Why Now?, make a T-chart on chart paper. On the left column 

write “Why do colleges require entrance exams?” and on the right column write “Why 

should I take a college entrance exam in 11th grade?” This chart will be used to record stu-

dents predictions before looking at Student Handbook page 6, Why and Why Now?

❑ For Activity IV, SAT FAQs, research upcoming SAT test dates, locations and location codes 

(available on the SAT website, www.collegeboard.com), as well as registration deadlines. 

Please note that the registration deadlines are about one month in advance of the test. Be 

sure to select test dates for which your class will have enough time to register for when you 

go online together in two weeks (Lesson #3).

Create a handout with this information, and make enough copies for each student. •	

Include the website name and URL.

List local test prep courses on this handout. •	

Check for current information on the cost of the test. (Students will need to enter these •	

amounts on Student Handbook pages 8 and 10.) 

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
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❑ For Activity IV, SAT FAQs,	talk	to	the	school	counselor:

Find out about local test prep options.•	

Obtain SAT Preparation Booklets to give out to students or download and print these •	
from	 the	 web:	 http://www.collegeboard.com/prod_downloads/sat/sat-preparation-
booklet.pdf.

Make sure the guidance office has enough SAT Registration packets for your students •	
who may end up filling out the paper forms. These can be ordered in quantity from the 
SAT	website,	or	downloaded	from:
http://www.collegeboard.com/prod_downloads/sat/sat-registration-booklet.pdf 
(Make sure you’ve linked to the booklet for the current year.)

Discuss where to direct students who have questions about the test, or want to request •	
fee waivers.

Discuss	enlisting	the	counselor	and/or	host	teacher’s	help	for	Lesson	3	(in	two	weeks),	•	
when students register for the SAT in class.

Discuss how to handle special education classes.•	

❑ Obtain permission from your school administrator to register students for the SAT in 

class. This will involve two options: 

Online registration (much preferred), for which students are encouraged to bring in •	
credit card information; or 

Filling out and mailing the registration packet, for which students are encouraged to •	
bring in a check or money order, made out to “The College Board.” 

Discuss the possibility of offering a Saturday practice test at your school. •	

Discuss procedures for obtaining parental permissions for bringing in social security num-•	

bers, as well as credit card information. (NOTE: To avoid identity theft or unauthorized 

purchases, students should NOT share credit card information with anyone. If stu-

dents or family members are concerned about these issues, they may complete the 

online registration in class, and fill in the credit card information at home.) 

❑ Decide how to handle students reluctant to register for the SAT. Even if they aren’t planning 

to attend college, it’s recommended that they create an SAT online account and follow in-

structions so they’re familiar with the process if they change their minds later. 

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION  .......................................................

It’s critical that students know by fall of junior year that they will be required to take the SAT or 

ACT entrance exam in order to apply to college. Students who aren’t sure of their plans should 

also be strongly encouraged to take the test. And though most students will be familiar with the 

notion of a “standardized test,” many (especially if their parents didn’t attend college) won’t 

know that taking the SAT or ACT is different – you don’t just show up and wing it. Students need 

to learn that they must prepare for this test well in advance, logistically as well as academi-

cally. They’ll have registration deadlines to meet, fee waivers to apply for (if eligible), deci-

sions to make about which tests and test options to choose. Plus, they need to recognize it’s a 

huge advantage to be familiar with the test, and to be armed with the appropriate test-taking 

strategies. 

To point students in the right direction, you should motivate them to become pro-active about 

taking the SAT. Give out test dates and locations, recommend helpful websites that post practice 

tests, and inform students about community test-prep resources. 

IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS  ...........................................................

For Activity II, Why and Why Now? you could structure this as a discussion, and then just point 

students to Student Handbook page 6, Why and Why Now? for reference. 

Another option for Activity II is to ham it up a bit, by turning this into a role-playing exercise. 

You would assume the role of a college admissions officer (donning a bowtie, letter sweater, or 

college cap) and let students ask you questions about “Why and Why Now?” Then, point them 

to Student Handbook page 6, Why and Why Now? as a summary of your answers. 

For Activity III, Sizing up the Heavyweights: ACT vs SAT, you may choose to turn this activity 

into a competition. Allow students to scan Student Handbook page 7, Sizing up the Heavy-

weights: ACT vs SAT, for one minute, then ask students questions that are addressed in the 

handbook page. You may wish to give prizes to students to correctly answer a question. 

For Activity IV, SAT FAQs, you might suggest your students take notes and circle information 

they’ll want to complete outside of class.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
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ACTIVITY STEPS  ..................................................................................

I. WARM UP: College Entrance Exams (5 minutes) 
1. [Direct students, as they come in, to Student Handbook page 5, College Entrance Ex-

ams. Give them 3 minutes to complete their responses.] 

2. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Today we start a new unit about something very important—
test	prepartion.	Specifically,	the	next	three	lessons	will	focus	on	preparing	you	for	a	
college entrance exam – a big test you have to take if you want to get into college. 
Some colleges don’t require it, but many do. So even if you’re not sure you want to go 
to college, or where you’re applying, it’s to your advantage to take this test. (For those 
of you who are thinking about going to work after you graduate from high school, the 
fourth lesson in this unit focuses on standardized tests used in the workplace.)

There	are	two	college	entrance	exams	you	can	take:	the	SAT	or	the	ACT.	How	many	of	
you have heard of these tests? [Students respond.]

How many of you felt nervous when I mentioned them? [Students respond, probably 
most will nod, say “me!”]

I don’t blame you. Most of us don’t like taking tests, and we get especially nervous 
when we know a test will have a big impact on our future. But, just like anything scary 
that you haven’t experienced before, the more you know, the less you fear. And when 
it comes to taking the SAT or ACT, the more you know, the better you’ll do. So let’s go 
over your answers on Student Handbook page 5, College Entrance Exams and see 
what you know and how you feel. 

[Go over Student Handbook page 5, College Entrance Exams, encouraging students 
to share what they know.] 

[If the class has a large number of students who don’t know anything about these tests, 
limit the discussion of question #6, “How do you feel about taking the SAT or ACT?”, so 
students won’t be scared off; but if most kids have friends or siblings who have taken 
the tests, let them express their anxiety.]

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
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II. Why and Why Now? (5 minutes)
1. [Display chart paper with T-chart (See Preparation).	Call	on	a	volunteer	to	read	the	first	

question (Why do colleges require entrance exams?) aloud and then call on volunteers to 
share their predictions. Record their answers on the chart paper. Repeat this procedure 
with the second question. (Why should I take a college entrance exam in the 11th grade?]

2. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Most 11th graders across the country are feeling the same 
way you are about taking college entrance tests. But colleges have very good reasons 
for requiring these tests. And it makes good sense to take them this year. Let’s see why. 

[Refer students to Student Handbook page 6, Why and Why Now? Put the transparency 
of this document on the overhead projector. Call on students to read each point aloud. 
Spend more time covering the “Why Now?” section, allowing for questions and discussion.]

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: You can see why it’s important for us to spend some class time 
preparing for the college entrance exam. You should also talk to your parents about 
taking the test, and it might be a good idea to include this list of Why and Why Now? 
as part of your discussion.

III. Sizing up the Heavyweights: ACT vs. SAT (5 minutes)
1. SAY SOMETHING LIKE:  As you know, there are two different standardized tests, both 

nationally	administered,	that	you	can	take:	the	ACT	and	the	SAT.	Traditionally,	students	
in the coast states like California and New York have taken the SAT, students in the 
middle of the country have taken the ACT. Colleges accept scores from either test and 
do not usually have a preference. But the tests are different. In general, the ACT ques-
tions are more direct and test you on the subjects you’ve learned in high school. The 
SAT is considered more abstract, focusing on problem solving, reasoning ability and 
critical thinking skills. Most students in this school end up taking the SAT. But here’s a 
brief look at how the two compare, so you will know your options.

[Put the transparency you made of Student Handbook page 7, Sizing up the Heavy-
weights: ACT vs SAT onto the overhead projector. Give students one minute to scan 
the page and then read it aloud. (See Implementation Options for Suggestions.)] 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: For future reference, you have the same information in Stu-
dent Handbook page 7, Sizing up the Heavyweights: ACT vs SAT. And if you want 
to	compare	the	two	exams	in	further	detail,	you	can	find	commentaries	on	how	the	tests	
compare online, by typing “SAT vs ACT” into your browser.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
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IV. SAT FAQs (20 minutes)  
1. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Since most of you will take the SAT, for the rest of today’s les-

son, and for the next two lessons, we’re going to focus on preparing you for that test. 

[Ask students to turn to Student Handbook page 8, SAT FAQs, while you display this 
document on the overhead projector.] 

2. Registration Dates
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Today we’re going to make sure you have all the information 
you need to be ready to register, which we’ll do together in class, two weeks from now.  
Of course you can register at home with a family member too, but you’ll leave today 
knowing what to expect. 

We’ll	start	with	the	first	thing	you	need	to	do	in	order	to	register,	which	is	to	select	a	
date to take the test. I checked the SAT website, and created this handout listing up-
coming test dates. 

[Hand out the information sheet you prepared with up to date information about when 
and where the SAT will be offered, and the registration deadline for each date. Read 
the dates out loud. Point out the difference between the registration deadline and the 
actual test date.] 

3. Reporting scores to colleges
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Next on your list is to look up when each college or scholar-
ship agency you’re interested in applying to needs to have your SAT scores, so you can 
be sure to pick a test date that gives you time to meet their deadlines.  But what if you 
don’t know what schools you want to apply to? Or if you don’t know which scholarships 
might be right for you?  Are any of you thinking this now? [Students respond.]

SAY SOMETHING LIKE:	This	is	perfectly	fine;	most	11th graders don’t know these 
answers yet. So think about it a bit, and investigate some possibilities. If you decide to 
take this test during your senior year, you may want to think about when your scores 
would be delivered. Visit some college websites, see when they want scores. Do the 
same with scholarship agencies. Your SAT scores are typically mailed about a month 
after the exam, so get out a calendar and make sure the test you sign up for gives you 
plenty of time to meet any possible deadlines.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
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Another	question	you	might	have	is:	what	if	my	scores	are	bad,	and	I	don’t	want	col-
leges	to	see	my	first	try?	Don’t	worry.	You	can	choose	to	send	your	scores	only	to	the	
schools you want. If you take the test more than once, you can request that only your 
best score is sent, depending on the requirements of the college where you’re apply-
ing.	You	can	sign	up	to	send	your	scores	to	specific	schools	for	free	when	you	register,	
or	you	can	send	them	later,	for	a	fee	of	$9.50	per	school.	[NOTE:	This	a	fee	for	the	
year 2009. Future prices may be subject to change.] 

Saturday testing
One thing you should know is that the only acceptable reason NOT to take a test on 
a Saturday is for religious reasons. If that’s the case for you, see the school counselor 
to investigate your options – you can apply to take the test on Sunday by submitting a 
letter from your clergy person. If you work on Saturdays, you’ll have to get permission 
to have this time off. You’ll need about 4-5 hours on the test day, from the time you 
arrive to sign in, until you leave. Most bosses will understand how important it is for you 
to	take	the	test.	But	if	you	need	help	convincing	him/her,	ask	your	parents,	or	school	
counselor, for help.

Disabilities
If you have a diagnosed disability and qualify for extended time accommodations in 
school, you may be eligible for the same on the SAT. Check for the requirements and 
application process with your school counselor, or look in the SAT registration booklet. 
This	information	is	also	available	on	the	SAT	website:	www.collegeboard.com. 

Subject Tests?
Some colleges require you to take special subject tests, like U.S. History, Biology, or a 
foreign language. You must register for each subject test you take, and subject tests 
may not be taken on the same day as the SAT Reasoning Test. Check with colleges 
you’re	interested	in	attending	to	see	if	subject	tests	are	required.	You’ll	find	this	infor-
mation in the “undergraduate admission requirements” section of college websites.

Next on your handout, you’ll see the costs for the SAT. It costs $45 to register for the 
SAT Reasoning Test. (Subject tests require additional fees.) Fee waivers are available 
if you’re eligible; see your school counselor for the details. But don’t wait for the last 
minute!	You’ll	need	to	have	this	information	to	register	in	two	weeks.	[NOTE:	This	a	fee	
for the year 2009. Future prices may be subject to change.] 

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
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Preparation
So, where can you go to get some good, solid preparation for the SAT?  Several online 
options are listed on Student Handbook page 8, SAT FAQs. Local test prep options 
are	listed	on	the	handout	with	local	test	dates.	Definitely	visit	the	SAT	website.	Down-
load the SAT Preparation Booklet from the College Board website, or ask your school 
counselor for a copy.  

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: The more you look at the SAT prep materials, the more you’ll 
know what to expect. You’ll be able to identify subjects you learned but need review 
again. And you’ll be able to target areas you need to work on the most. 

V. WRAP UP: Plan of Attack (10 minutes)
1. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Congratulations! You are now well on your way to taking the 

SAT. Next week, we’ll go over some sample questions from an SAT exam. And the fol-
lowing week, we’ll go online to actually register for the test. So, you have a number of 
things to take care of between now and then, which are listed on Student Handbook 
pages 9-10, Plan of Attack. [Tell students to turn to that page.]
•	 Visit	the	website	to	get	familiar	with	the	SAT	information	(www.collegeboard.com). 
•	 Select	a	test	date	and	location.	
•	 Investigate	colleges	of	interest	to	see	if	they	require	Subject	Tests.
•	 Get	fee	waiver	information	from	the	guidance	counselor;	if	you’re	eligible	for	free	

or	reduced	lunch,	you	may	be	excused	from	paying	the	registration	fee.	(Note:	If	
you’re eligible for a fee waiver for the SAT, you may also be eligible to have the 
college admission fee waived at some colleges.)

•	 Get	credit	card	information	from	your	parent	or	guardian,	and	plan	to	register	
online.	If	this	is	not	an	option,	get	a	check	or	money	order	and	plan	to	fill	out	the	
paper form in class. 

•	 And	last	but	not	least	–	relax!	By	the	time	the	test	date	arrives,	you	will	be	pre-
pared and ready to give it your all.

Now, who has questions? I’ll answer as best I can, and if there’s something I don’t know, 
we’ll generate a list for the school counselor, and I’ll report back to you on them next 
week.

[Field questions, and ask a student to write down unanswered questions. Bring this list of 
questions to your school counselor and report back to students during the next lesson.]

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
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College Entrance Exams
Directions: Answer of the questions below.

1. What is the purpose of the SAT or ACT?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What have you heard about these tests?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Did you take the PSAT? If so, how did you feel before you took it? After?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4. Do you have friends or siblings who have taken the SAT or ACT? If so, which test?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5.	 How	do	you	feel	about	taking	the	SAT	or	ACT?		Check	off	all	that	apply:

❑ Nervous

❑ Excited

❑ Clueless

❑ Worried 

❑ Ready for the challenge

❑ Unsure what to expect

❑ Competitive

❑ Afraid

❑ Eager to prove yourself

❑ Like hiding

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
Student Handbook, College Entrance Exams
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Why and Why Now?

Why do colleges require entrance exams?

•	 The	tests	show	your	mastery	of	the	material	colleges	expect	you	to	learn	in	high	school.

•	 The	tests	help	colleges	compare	students	from	different	kinds	of	high	schools.	

•	 The	tests	show	how	well	you	analyze,	reason,	problem	solve	and	communicate.

•	 The	tests	show	your	readiness	for	the	demands	of	a	specific	college.	

Why should you take a college entrance exam in 11th grade?

•	 If	you’re	in	a	college	prep	program	in	high	school,	much	of	the	material	you’ve	been	studying	
will correspond to the content and be fresh in your mind.

•	 Your	test	scores	can	help	you	decide	what	areas	you	need	to	strengthen.	

•	 Your	test	scores	can	help	you	decide	on	coursework	to	take	senior	year,	or	during	the	summer.	

•	 Some	colleges	are	more	difficult	to	get	into	than	others.	Knowing	your	score	will	help	you	find	
a college that’s a good match.

•	 When	considering	where	to	apply,	you’ll	be	able	to	compare	your	test	scores	with	those	of	
typical students at the colleges you’re considering. This will help you see if the school is a good 
choice for you. 

For example in 2008, the University of Charleston in West Virginia expected a minimum score 
of 900 (out of 1600 possible points) total for the math and reading sections of the SAT. At 
Emory University in Georgia, math + reading combined scores for the middle 50% of fresh-
man ranged from 1330 to 1470 (also out of a possible1600 points). 

•	 Colleges	who	get	your	test	scores	this	year	will	be	able	to	contact	you	about	their	academic	
programs,	scholarships,	special	programs	and/or	visiting	days.	(You	get	to	decide	where	to	
send your scores.)

•	 Some	colleges	and	scholarships	have	application	deadlines	for	which	you	might	need	scores	
soon, or in the early fall.

•	 You’ll	be	able	to	take	the	test	again	next	year	if	you	feel	you	can	do	better.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
Student Handbook, Why and Why Now?
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Sizing up the Heavyweights: ACT vs SAT

ACT SAT

Subjects Tested Math, Science, English, Reading 
Writing is optional (though 
required by some colleges)

Math, Writing (includes an  
Essay), Critical Reading   
(Note:	no	science)

Scores Each	subject	scored:	 
1-36 
Composite score created  
(out of 36)
Separate	score	for	Writing:	
1-12

Each	section	scored:	200-800
Composite score created  
(out of 2400) 

Length of Test 2 hours, 25 minutes 
Including	Writing:	 
3 hours, 25 minutes

3 hours, 45 minutes

Questions 215, all multiple choice Essay, plus 140 questions, 
some multiple choice, some 
math requires showing work

Math Content Algebra, Geometry,  
4 questions Trigonometry

Algebra II, Basic Geometry 

Penalty for wrong answers None ¼ point off for each wrong 
answer, except for math  
grid-ins

Score History You decide which to send 
(easier to hide bad scores)

You decide which to send. If 
you don’t choose, your entire 
score history is reported auto-
matically; colleges generally 
consider the best score.
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SAT FAQs

1. Registering – Selecting a Test Date

•	 Find	out	when	the	test	is	being	offered,	and	where.	This	information	can	be	found	on	the	SAT	
website (www.collegeboard.com). 

•	 Look	up	when	each	college	or	scholarship	agency	you’re	interested	in	applying	to	needs	to	
have your SAT scores.  Scores are typically mailed about a month after the exam.

•	 If	you	need	to	take	the	test	on	a	day	other	than	a	Saturday	because	of	religious	reasons,	
you’ll have to apply by mail to take the test on Sunday. A letter from your clergy person is 
required.

•	 If	you	have	a	diagnosed	disability	and	documentation	of	extended	time	accommodations	in	
school, you may be eligible to test on national test dates with extended time. Information is 
available on the website (www.collegeboard.com) or in the registration booklet located in 
your	guidance	office.

2. Registering: Selecting a Test Option

•	 We’ll	be	registering	for	the	SAT	Reasoning	Test	in	two	weeks.	Check	with	colleges	of	interest	
to	see	if	they	require	Subject	Tests	as	well.	(Note:	it’s	not	possible	to	take	the	Reasoning	Test	
and Subject Tests in the same day.)

3. Costs

•	 $_____	to	register	for	the	SAT	Reasoning	Test,	with	additional	fees	for	subject	tests.	You	get	4	
free	score	reports	at	the	time	you	register	and	take	the	test.	Additional	score	reports	are	$_____	
each.

•	 Fee	Waivers	are	available	for	certain	students	who	are	eligible	for	free	or	reduced	lunches.	
See your school counselor and get a fee waiver number before actual registration (which will 
occur in class, 2 weeks from today).

4. Test Prep Options

•	 Visit	the	SAT	website:	(www.collegeboard.com).

•	 Visit	other	websites:	www.number2.com, www.ineedapencil.com, www.kaplantest.com,  
www.petersons.com, www.vocabulary.com, www.freevocabulary.com. 

•	 Ask	your	school	counselor	for	a	copy	of	the	SAT	Preparation	Booklet,	a	free	booklet	pub-
lished by SAT. You can also download this free from the SAT website. 

•	 Check	your	public	or	school	library	for	information	and	practice	tests.

•	 Once	you	know	what	to	expect,	review	those	content	areas	you	have	studied	but	need	to	
review again. 

•	 Identify	areas	you	have	not	mastered,	and	seek	materials	and	prep	classes	that	will	help	you	
get ready. 
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Plan of Attack

Things to do to get ready to sign up for the SAT on ____________ (date).

❑ Visit the SAT website (www.collegeboard.com).

❑ Select an SAT test date and location.

❑ Find out if colleges of interest require SAT Subject Tests. 

❑ If you are eligible for a free or reduced lunch, talk to your guidance counselor about fee 
waivers, and get a fee waiver number.

❑ Think about what colleges should receive your test scores. The SAT will send your scores to 4 
schools free if you list them on your registration; but you may prefer to decide later, once you 
see	your	scores.	(Note:	fees	apply).

❑ Discuss with your parent or guardian whether or not you want to use your social security 
number when registering for the SAT. (Social security numbers are used to distinguish between 
students who have similar names.)

Social	Security	#:	____________________________________________

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
Student Handbook, Plan of Attack
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❑ Get credit card information from a parent, in order to register for the SAT in class. (NOTE: 
You	can	also	sign	up	online	in	class	and	fill	in	credit	card	information	later	at	home,	on	
your own computer.)

WARNING: To avoid identity theft or unauthorized purchases, please do NOT share this 
information with anyone.

If you’re concerned about these issues, you may complete everything but the credit card 
information in class, and log on to add this information at home.

Type	of	credit	card:		_________________________________________________________

Credit	card	#:		 _____________________________________________________________

Name	of	cardholder:		________________________________________________________

Expiration	date:	_____________________________________________________________

Security Code  
(last	three	digits-	located	on	the	back	of	card	where	cardholder’s	signature	is)	________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you are going to use a credit card to register for the SAT, please have your parent or guardian 
complete the information below. 

___________________________________	(name	of	student)	has	my	permission	to	use	my	credit	
card	to	register	online	for	the	SAT	during	his/her	Roads	to	Success	class.	I	understand	that	the	fol-
lowing	costs	will	be	charged	to	my	card:

	 $_____	SAT	registration	fee

___________________________________________	 
(Signature	of	parent/guardian)

___________________________________________	 
(Printed	name	of	parent/guardian)

___________________________________________	 
(Date)

If  you are bringing in a check or money order, make it out to “The College Board.”

Grade 11, Taking Tests 1: Introduction to ACT/SAT (SAT version)
Student Handbook, Plan of Attack
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TakINg TesTs2saT PRaCTICe QUesTIONs 

Approx. 45 minutes
I.	 Warm	Up:	SAT	Strategies	 

(5 minutes)

II. The Real Deal (35 minutes)

III.	 Wrap	Up:	Registration	 
Clarification	(5	minutes)

During	this	lesson,	students	will:

Learn general SAT test-taking strategies.•	

Get to know the structure and content of the SAT.•	

Work through sample questions from each SAT section.•	

❑	 STUDENT HANDBOOK PAGES: 
Student pages 11-12, SAT Strategies•	
Student page 13, Sentence Completion  •	
Practice Questions
Student pages 14-15, Passage-Based  •	
Reading Practice Questions
Student pages 16-17, Mathematics  •	
Multiple-Choice Practice Questions
Student pages 18, Mathematics  •	
Student-Produced Responses Practice Questions
Student pages 19, Mathematics  •	
Student-Produced Responses Practice Grids
Student page 20, Improving Sentences  •	
Practice Questions
Student page 21, Identifying Sentence  •	
Errors Practice Questions
Student pages 22-23, Essay Practice Question•	

❑	 FACILITATOR PAGES: 
Facilitator Resource 1, The Real Deal Answer Key•	

❑	 Timer

❑	 Calculators (one class set)

❑	 Overhead or LCD projector

❑	 Highlighters (one class set)

AGENDA MATERIALS

OBJECTIVES

What kinds of questions will be on the SAT?•	

37

The BIG Idea
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OVERVIEW  ...........................................................................................

Every website and test prep guide for students taking the SAT stresses the importance of prac-

tice tests. There is no substitute for being familiar with the format and types of questions asked, 

and there’s no doubt that having prior experience tackling real “retired” SAT questions will help 

students better prepare for the test day. Also, students will do better if they approach the test 

armed with general SAT test-taking strategies.  This lesson includes practice questions, strate-

gies, and test-taking tips. 

PREPARATION  ....................................................................................

❑ List the day’s BIG IDEA and activities on the board.

❑ The following handouts need to be made into overhead transparencies or copied onto chart 

paper:

Student Handbook pages 11 – 12, SAT Strategies•	

Facilitator Resource 1, The Real Deal Answer Key •	 (strategies only)

❑ You’ll want to visit www.collegeboard.com for a complete discussion about preparing for the 

SAT, and also to review other test examples not included in this lesson. The “For Profession-

als” section is particularly helpful, and includes info for K-12 school counselors.

❑ Print out extra copies of the checklist from last week’s lesson (Grade 11, Test Prep 1, Introduction 

to ACT-SAT) Student Handbook pages 9-10, Plan of Attack for Activity III, Wrap Up: Registra-

tion Clarification. (NOTE: Remind students that it is critical to keep this information confiden-

tial if parents decide to provide credit card information or social security information.)

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  .......................................................

Understanding what to expect and practicing sample questions will help students immensely 

when they take the SAT. Although there is no substitute for solid schoolwork as the best prepa-

ration for the SAT, familiarity and experience will go far in helping to boost confidence, and 

ultimately, scores.  Many students from upper-middle class families take “prep courses” that give 

them this leg up; but test-taking tips and practice questions are free to students who look for 

them on the internet, in school guidance offices, and at public libraries. This lesson should arm 

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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students with practical knowledge about the SAT, give them a sense of what to expect and how 

to approach it, and also motivate them to seek out more practice on their own. 

IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS  ...........................................................

DO NOW:

(You may choose to present the Warm Up activity as a written DO NOW. Present the questions 

on the board or overhead, and have students write only their answers on index cards. You could 

also choose to give the students a handout by copying Facilitator Resource 1, DO NOW.)

Questions: 

Why should you take the SAT in 111. th grade?

What subjects do you think you will do the best at on the SAT (reading, writing, or math)? 2. 

Explain why. 

What subjects are you most nervous about and why?3. 

[Then call on students to read their answers and continue with the Warm Up as written.] 

In Activity II, The Real Deal, only go over as many answers as you have time for in each section 

– probably one or two. (Students who want to check the rest of their answers can do so on the 

SAT website, where these sample questions and answers were posted.) How much you cover may 

vary section to section. Also, it’s more valuable to focus on the strategies for each section, rather 

than on the explanation of any one answer.

If math isn’t your area of expertise, ask a star student to explain the math section answers, or 

refer students to their math teacher for help. Again, the general test-taking strategies are 

more important than individual answers.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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I. WARM UP: SAT Strategies (5 minutes)
1. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: We’re going to spend the next two lessons on the SAT. Who 

can remember what it is, and why it’s important?

Today we’ll look at the format and some sample questions. Next week, we’ll register 
for the SAT in class. Everybody will go through the registration process; those of you 
not planning on taking the test will stop before you have to pay the fee. That way, if 
you change your mind later, you’ll know how to register, and the process will be much, 
much easier.

Preparing for the SAT isn’t like Jeopardy or Trivial Pursuit, and you won’t be asked to 
name	the	capital	of	Idaho	or	the	first	emperor	of	the	Ming	Dynasty.	The	best	prepara-
tion is a solid academic background. 

The second best way to be prepared is to know the kinds of questions that will be on 
the test and how they’re arranged, as well as strategies for approaching each kind of 
question. We’ll cover some of this today. There’s a lot more information about prepar-
ing for the SAT out there, and lots of it is available from the College Board itself. Some 
students will take extensive (and expensive!) SAT prep courses in the hope of improv-
ing their scores. The College Board has made a lot of this information available on 
their website so that all test-takers have access to similar tips. 

Taking a test prep course versus studying on your own is kind of like working out with 
a personal trainer versus working out without one. The trainer keeps you motivated 
and holds you accountable, but it is possible to do quite well on your own. The essential 
part is making exercise part of your routine. Reviewing the material in the SAT prep 
booklet and trying a practice test is the “exercise” of SAT preparation, so don’t skip 
these if you want to play your best game.

Let’s turn to Student Handbook pages 11 - 12, SAT Strategies for some tips.

[Display Student Handbook pages 11 - 12, SAT Strategies, on the overhead projec-
tor. Give each student a highlighter. Call on students to read each point aloud. Stu-
dents should highlight important information as it is read aloud.]

ACTIVITY STEPS  ..................................................................................

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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II. The Real Deal (35 minutes)
1. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Okay! Now you’re going to try some real questions from 

previous SAT tests, which have been “retired” and made available for practice.  There 
are	examples	from	each	area	of	the	SAT:	Critical	Reading,	Mathematics,	and	Writing.	
Although we won’t have time to answer an essay question today, we’ll take a look at 
a sample question to see what’s required. Please turn to Student Handbook page 13, 
Sentence Completion Practice Questions. 

[Hand out calculators to any student who needs one. When everyone has turned to 
Student Handbook page 13, continue.]

You’ll have 2 minutes to answer questions in each section, and then we’ll discuss them. In 
addition to going over the answers, I’ll give you some helpful strategies you can use if 
you encounter a similar type of question on the real test. 

You may not get to both questions – do as much as you can in the allotted time. How 
many you do is not important today; the goal is to try your hand at some real SAT 
content. 

Keep	working	on	each	designated	section	until	I	call	time.	Don’t	flip	forward,	or	turn	
back to other test sections, and stop working immediately when you hear me say, 
“stop.”	In	the	real	test,	you’ll	be	disqualified	if	you	don’t	put	your	pencil	down	when	the	
proctor says “stop.”

One	other	thing	you	should	know:	in	the	real	test,	you	will	have	a	standardized	answer	
sheet	with	ovals	to	fill	in;	today,	you	will	just	circle	the	answer.	

The	first	two	sections	focus	on	Critical	Reading:	Sentence	Completion	and	Passage-
Based Reading. 

[Get your timer ready and announce, “Go.” Give students two minutes to work on the 
Sentence Completion section.]

Okay, STOP! Pencils down.

[Spend	five	minutes	discussing	the	answers,	and	going	over	the	Strategies	listed	on	
your Facilitator Resource 1, The Real Deal Key. Make sure to display the strategies 
on an overhead or LCD projector to assist students in writing their notes. During your 

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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discussions, if your students provide the correct answers and seem to understand, skip 
the formal explanations and focus on the strategies. If it seems unnecessary, do not 
go over the “wrong” answers.

Tell students to write down at least two strategies on their page, as indicated. Then tell 
students to turn to the next page, and start the next section. 

Continue in this manner, giving students 2 minutes to work, and several minutes to 
discuss, until you have covered the six types of sample questions, explanations, and 
strategies. 

Notes:
•	 The	discussion	of	Mathematics	Student-Produced	Responses	should	include	informa-

tion	re:	the	correct	gridding	of	student	answers. See Student Produced Responses 
Practice Grids Answer Key for examples and explanations.

•	 There	are	six	questions	on	Improving	Paragraphs	in	the	SAT.	Strategies	for	these	
items are omitted here for the sake of time.

•	 The	final	five	minutes	should	be	devoted	to	a	discussion	of	strategies	for	the	essay	
section of the test.]

III. WRAP UP: Registration Clarification (5 minutes)
1.	 [Write	this	web	address	on	the	board:		www.collegeboard.com/satprep.]

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: The more practice you get, the better prepared you’ll be on 
test day. [Point to the web address on the board.] So do yourself a favor, and visit this 
website,	where	you	can	find	many	more	practice	questions,	along	with	information	and	
test-taking tips. 

[Take out the copies you made from Taking Tests 1, Student Handbook pages 9-10, 
Plan of Attack, and hold them up in front of the class.] 

Remember that next week you’ll register in class for the SAT exam. You will need to 
have completed everything on last week’s checklist. I have copies here for anyone who 
needs one. Please raise your hands if you do.

[Give out the sheets, while going over the points out loud.]

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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For	next	week	you	need	to:	
•	 Select	a	test	date	and	location
•	 Investigate	to	find	out	if	colleges	your	interested	in	require	Subject	Tests.
•	 Ask	your	school	counselor	for	a	fee	waiver	number	if	you	need	financial	assistance	

with the registration fee.
•	 Bring	in	credit	card	information,	and	a	permission	note	to	use	the	credit	card	from	

your parent. You’ll also need the name and address of the credit card holder (i.e. 
your parent), the credit card company name (Visa, American Express, Discover, 
etc), the card number, the expiration date, and the three or four digit security code 
(located on the back of the card where the card holder’s signature is).  
 
WARNING: To avoid identity theft or unauthorized purchases, please do NOT 
share this information with anyone.  
 
If you’re concerned about these issues, you may complete everything but the 
credit card information in class, and log on to add this information at home.

Any questions? [Field questions.] See you next week, on Registration Day

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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ANSWER KEY: SAT SENTENCE COMPLETION 
Directions 
Each sentence below has one or two blanks, each blank indicating that something 
has	been	omitted.	Beneath	the	sentence	are	five	words	or	sets	of	words	labeled	A	
through E. Choose the word or set of words that, when inserted in the sentence, best 
fits	the	meaning	of	the	sentence	as	a	whole.

1.	 Hoping	to	________	the	dispute,	negotiators	proposed	a	compromise	that	they	felt	would	be	
________	to	both	labor	and	management.

(A) enforce . . useful

(B) end . . divisive

(C) overcome . . unattractive

(D) extend . . satisfactory

(E) resolve . . acceptable

E is the correct answer. In a two-blank question, you may be able to eliminate some choices using 
the	first	blank	only.	Read	the	first	part	of	the	sentence,	and	you	see	that	A	and	D	are	wrong.	
“Negotiators” who have “promised a compromise” don’t want to enforce or extend the dispute.

Moving on to the second blank, you can eliminate B and C. Negotiators wouldn’t be looking for 
a solution that’s divisive or unattractive to both sides. The only remaining answer is E. Re-read 
the sentence with the choices provided. It makes sense.

Difficulty:	EASY	

2.	 There	is	no	doubt	that	Larry	is	a	genuine	________	:	he	excels	at	telling	stories	that	fascinate	
his listeners.

(A) braggart

(B) dilettante

(C) pilferer

(D) prevaricator

(E) raconteur

 E is the correct answer.  The	colon	after	the	missing	word	signals	that	a	definition	or	clarifica-
tion follows. You are looking for a word that means someone who “excels at telling stories that 
fascinate his listeners.” A braggart might actually annoy listeners. A dilettante dabbles at a 
career or hobby, but may not excel. A pilferer steals small quantities of stuff (nothing to do with 
storytelling.) A prevaricator tells lies. A raconteur	fits	the	definition.

Difficulty:	HARD

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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STRATEGIES FOR SENTENCE COMPLETION QUESTIONS:

•	 The	Critical	Reading	Section	contains	two	kinds	of	questions:	Sentence	Completions	and	Pas-
sage-Based	Reading.	Work	on	Sentence	Completion	questions	first,	as	they	take	less	time	to	
answer than the Passage-Based Reading questions.

•	 If	you	don’t	know	what	a	word	means,	consider	related	words,	familiar	sayings	and	phrases,	
roots,	prefixes,	and	suffixes.	

•	 If	a	sentence	has	two	missing	words,	you	can	begin	by	focusing	on	one	of	the	blanks.	If	one	of	
the words in an answer choice is wrong, you can eliminate that choice.

•	 Always	check	your	answer	by	reading	the	entire	sentence	with	your	choice	filled	in.

•	 Remember	that	the	easy	questions	are	first.	The	questions	get	more	difficult	as	you	move	
through the section.

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials avail-
able	at	www.collegeboard.com/satprep.		
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 ANSWER KEY: SAT PASSAGE-BASED READING 
Directions 
The passages below are followed by questions based on their content; questions fol-
lowing a pair of related passages may also be based on the relationship between 
the paired passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied 
in the passages and in any introductory material that may be provided.

The questions below are based on the following passage.

     "The rock was still wet. The 
animal was glistening, like it was 
still swimming," recalls Hou 
Xianguang. Hou discovered the

Line 5 unusual fossil while surveying rocks  
as a paleontology graduate student 
in 1984, near the Chinese town of 
Chengjiang. “My teachers always 
talked about the Burgess Shale

Line 10 animals. It looked like one of them.  
My hands began to shake.”  
Hou had indeed found a Naraoia 
like those from Canada. However, 
Hou’s animal was 15 million years

Line 15 older than its Canadian relatives.

3. In line 5, “surveying” most nearly means

(A) calculating the value of

(B) examining comprehensively

(C) determining the boundaries of

(D) polling randomly

(E) conducting a statistical study of

B is the correct answer. Surveying has several meanings, and a few of them are included above. 
A, C, and E are incorrect because someone studying fossils wouldn’t calculate the value of rocks, 
determine their boundaries, or conduct a statistical study. Although D is one meaning of “survey-
ing,” polling rocks makes no sense at all.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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 4. It can be inferred that Hou Xianguang’s “hands began to shake” (line 11) because he was

(A) afraid that he might lose the fossil

(B)	 worried	about	the	implications	of	his	finding

(C) concerned that he might not get credit for his work

(D) uncertain about the authenticity of the fossil

(E)  excited about the magnitude of his discovery

E is the correct answer. This question asks you to make an inference. The idea that this fossil 
looked like others his “teachers always talked about” leads the reader to believe that Hou is on 
the brink of a great discovery. A is wrong because there’s no suggestion that Hou was afraid of 
losing the fossil. B and C are wrong because there’s no mention of “worry” over implications or 
“concern”	about	getting	credit.	The	first	two	sentences	of	the	passage	describe	Hou’s	excitement	
(not his uncertainty) about the fossil, so D is wrong.

Difficulty:	EASY

STRATEGIES FOR PASSAGE-BASED READING QUESTIONS:

•	 The	information	you	need	to	answer	each	reading	question	is	always	in	the	passage(s).	Read-
ing	carefully	is	the	key	to	finding	the	correct	answer.	Don’t	be	misled	by	an	answer	that	looks	
correct but is not supported by the actual text of the passage(s).

•	 Reading	questions	often	include	line	numbers	to	help	direct	you	to	the	relevant	part(s)	of	the	
passage. If one word or more is quoted exactly from the passage, the line number(s) where 
that quotation can be found will appear in the test question. You may have to read some of 
the	passage	before	or	after	the	quoted	word(s),	however,	in	order	to	find	support	for	the	best	
answer to the question.

•	 If	you	don’t	know	what	a	word	means,	consider	related	words,	familiar	sayings	and	phrases,	
roots,	prefixes,	and	suffixes.

•	 Do	not	jump	from	passage	to	passage.	Stay	with	a	passage	until	you	have	answered	as	many	
questions as you can before you go on to the next passage.

•	 Remember	that	Passage-Based	Reading	questions	do	not	increase	in	difficulty	from	easy	to	
hard. Instead, they follow the logic of the passage.

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials avail-
able	at	www.collegeboard.com/satprep.	
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ANSWER KEY: SAT MATHEMATICS MULTIPLE-CHOICE 
Directions 
For this section, solve each problem and decide which is the best of the choices 
given. Fill in the corresponding circle on the answer sheet. You may use any avail-
able space for scratchwork.

Notes

•	 The	use	of	a	calculator	is	permitted.

•	 All	numbers	used	are	real	numbers.

•	 Figures	that	accompany	problems	in	this	test	are	intended	to	provide	information	useful	in	
solving problems.

They	are	drawn	as	accurately	as	possible	EXCEPT	when	it	is	stated	in	a	specific	problem	that	
the	figure	is	not	drawn	to	scale.	All	figures	lie	in	a	plane	unless	otherwise	indicated.

•	 Unless	otherwise	specified,	the	domain	of	any	function	is	assumed	to	be	the	set	of	all	real	num-
bers x for which  (x) is a real number.

Reference Information

 A = πr2 A = l w A = ½bh V = l w h 
 C = 2πr

 V = πr2h c2 = a2 + b2 Special Right Triangles

The number of degrees of arc in a circle is 360. The sum of the measures in degrees of the angles 
of a triangle is 180.
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5. A special lottery is to be held to select the student who will live in the only deluxe room in a 
dormitory. There are 100 seniors, 150 juniors, and 200 sophomores who applied. Each se-
nior’s name is placed in the lottery 3 times; each junior’s name, 2 times; and each sophomore’s 
name, 1 time. What is the probability that a senior’s name will be chosen?

(A) 1/8

(B) 2/9

(C) 2/7

(D) 3/8

(E) 1/2

First of all, let’s take a look at what’s offered in the directions. Calculators are ok. (The SAT 
specifies	what	types	may	be	used.)	The	numbers	used	in	the	problems	will	be	real	numbers,	un-
less	otherwise	specified.	Figures	will	be	drawn	to	scale,	unless	otherwise	specified.	Formulas	are	
provided	for	finding	Area,	Circumference,	and	Volume,	and	there	are	reminders	about	some	of	
the properties of triangles. 

This	is	a	probability	problem.	You	want	to	figure	out	the	total	number	of	names	that	could	be	
drawn:	300	senior	names	(100	students	x	3	chances	for	each	student)	+	300	junior	names	(150	
students x 2 chances for each student) + 200 sophomore names (1 chance each). So there will 
be a total of 800 names to choose from. Of these, 300 will be senior names. The probability 
that a senior’s name will be chosen is 300

800
, or 3

8
 .

D is the correct answer.

Difficulty:	MEDIUM

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials avail-
able	at	www.collegeboard.com/satprep.
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6. 

a b

c
 Note: Figure not drawn to scale.

 If two sides of the triangle above have lengths 5 and 6, the perimeter of the triangle would 
be which of the following?

I. 15

II. 20

III. 22

(A) I only

(B) I and II only

(C) I and III only

(D) II and III only

(E) I, II, and III

It’s	important	to	notice	that	the	figure	is	not	drawn	to	scale,	so	you	can’t	base	your	answer	on	
any measurements you observe. Perimeter means the sum of a + b + c. You have to consider 
each	possible	answer	–	15,	20,	and	22	–	separately,	and	then	figure	out	which	combination	of	
answers is correct.

The	key	to	this	problem	is	a	rule	of	geometry:	the	triangle	inequality.	This	rule	says	that	the	sum	
of the lengths of any two sides of a triangle must be greater than the length of the third side 
(a+b>c).		(Don’t	be	fooled,	as	our	writer	was,	into	using	the	formula	for	figuring	out	the	sides	of	
a	right	triangle:	c2 = a2 + b2. The problem doesn’t specify a right triangle.)

We know that the sum of two of the sides is 11. 
•	 In	I,	the	third	side	would	be	4	(5	+	6	+	4	=	15).	Any	two	sides	are	greater	than	the	third	

side, so a perimeter of 15 is possible.
•	 In	II,	the	third	side	would	be	9	(5	+	6	+	9	=	20).	A	perimeter	of	20	is	also	possible.
•	 In	III,	the	third	side	would	be	11	(5	+	6	+	11	=	22).	A	perimeter	of	22	is	not	possible,	be-

cause the sum of two sides (5 + 6) is equal to (rather than greater than) the third (11).

B (I and II only) is the correct answer.

Difficulty:	HARD

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials avail-
able	at	www.collegeboard.com/satprep.	
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STRATEGIES FOR THE MATHEMATICS SECTION:

•	 Don’t try to use a calculator on every question. First, decide how you will solve the problem. 
Then decide whether you will use a calculator. Taking a practice test with a calculator on hand 
will help you determine how often you’ll need to use it on test day.

•	 The test does not require you to memorize formulas. Commonly used formulas are provided 
in the test booklet at the beginning of the mathematics section. It’s up to you to decide which 
formula is appropriate.

•	 Read the problem carefully. Note key words that tell you what the problem is asking. Ask 
yourself:	What	is	the	question	asking?	What	do	I	know?

•	 For some problems, it may be helpful to draw a sketch or diagram of the given informa-
tion.

•	 Use the test booklet for scratch work. You	are	not	expected	to	do	all	the	reasoning	and	fig-
uring in your head.

•	 For multiple-choice questions, you may want to refer to the answer choices before you 
determine your answer.

•	 Eliminate choices. If you don’t know the correct answer to a question, try some of the choices. 
It’s	sometimes	easier	to	find	the	wrong	answers	than	the	correct	one.

•	 Make sure your answer is reasonable to the question asked. This is especially true for the 
Student-Produced Response questions, where no answer choices are given.

•	 All	figures	are	drawn	to	scale	EXCEPT	when	it	is	stated	in	a	specific	problem	that	the						
figure	is	not	drawn	to	scale.

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials avail-
able	at	www.collegeboard.com/satprep.
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ANSWER KEY: SAT MATHEMATICS  
STUDENT-PRODUCED RESPONSES 

Directions 
Each of the questions in this section requires you to solve the problem and enter your 
answer by marking the circles in the special grid at the bottom of the answer sheet 
page. You may use any available space for scratchwork.

7. Of the 6 courses offered by the music department at her college, Kay must choose exactly 2 
of them. How many different combinations of 2 courses are possible for Kay if there are no 
restrictions on which 2 courses she can choose?

 ANSWER: 15

One way to solve this problem is to list the possible pairs and add them up. If you name the  
courses	A,	B,	C,	D,	E,	and	F,	these	are	the	possible	combinations:

AB BC CD DE EF 
AC BD CE DF 
AD BE CF 
AE BF 
AF

15 is the correct answer. 

Difficulty:	MEDIUM

8. Three parallel lines in a plane are intersected by a fourth line, forming twelve angles. If one 
of the angles has measure 28°, how many of the other eleven angles have measure 28°?

 ANSWER: 5

Drawing a picture helps here. Vertical angles and alternate interior angles 
are equal. They are marked with check 
marks. 

5 is the correct answer.

Difficulty:	EASY

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials avail-
able	at	www.collegeboard.com/satprep.  
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7.   8. 
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STUDENT PRODUCED RESPONSES PRACTICE GRIDS ANSWER KEY
1. $1.75  2. 3 ½

  Write your answers in the top boxes to 
help you record answers accurately.

  Use these lines for fractions.
  Use these points for decimals.

Mark no more than one circle in any 
column.

You may start your answers in any 
column, space permitting. Columns not 
needed should be left blank.

No question has a negative answer.

Mixed numbers such as 31/2

must	be	gridded	as	7/2	or	3.5.	

 

3. .6666…  4. 20%

  

Some problems may have more than 
one correct answer. In such cases grid 
only one answer.

If you obtain a decimal answer with 
more digits than the grid can accommo-
date, it may be rounded or truncated. 
For example, 0.6666… should be 
recorded	as	.666	or	.667.	(2/3	would	
also be correct.) A less accurate value 
such as .66 or .67 will be scored as 
incorrect. 

 

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials avail-
able at www.collegeboard.com.  

The	College	Board’s	SAT	Preparation	Center	includes	a	Mathematics	Review,	by	subject.	You	can	figure	out	if	you	need	
more	help	with	exponents,	factoring,	or	properties	of	a	triangle,	as	well	as	review	definitions	(like	the	difference	between	
mean,	mode,	and	median).	It’s	a	great	study	guide.	Use	it!	(www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/prep_one/prep_
one.html)
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ANSWER KEY: SAT IMPROVING SENTENCES 
Directions 
The following sentences test correctness and effectiveness of expression. Part of 
each	sentence	or	the	entire	sentence	is	underlined;	beneath	each	sentence	are	five	
ways of phrasing the underlined material. Choice A repeats the original phrasing; 
the other four choices are different. If you think the original phrasing produces a 
better sentence than any of the alternatives, select choice A; if not, select one of the 
other choices.

In making your selection, follow the requirements of standard written English; that is, 
pay attention to grammar, choice of words, sentence construction, and punctuation. 
Your selection should result in the most effective sentence—clear and precise, with-
out awkwardness or ambiguity.
9.	 Laura	Ingalls	Wilder	published	her	first	book	and	she	was	sixty-five	years	old	then.

(A)	and	she	was	sixty-five	years	old	then
(B)	 when	she	was	sixty-five
(C)	at	age	sixty-five	years	old
(D)	upon	the	reaching	of	sixty-five	years
(E)	 at	the	time	when	she	was	sixty-five

B is the correct answer. It sounds good. A is not correct because joining the two sentences with 
“and”	gives	them	equal	importance.	(The	first	part,	Wilder	wrote	a	book,	is	more	important	
than the second, how old she was when she wrote it.) C and D are not idiomatic. (That is, this 
isn’t the way English is usually phrased.) E is awkward and wordy.

Difficulty:	EASY

10. Scenes from the everyday lives of African-Americans, which are realistically depicted in the 
paintings of Henry Ossawa Tanner. 
(A) Scenes from the everyday lives of African Americans, which are realistically depicted in 

the paintings of Henry Ossawa Tanner.
(B) Scenes from the everyday lives of African Americans being realistically depicted in the 

paintings of Henry Ossawa Tanner.
(C) The paintings of Henry Ossawa Tanner realistically depict scenes from the everyday lives 

of African Americans.
(D) Henry Ossawa Tanner, in his realistic paintings, depicting scenes from the everyday lives of 

African Americans.
(E) Henry Ossawa Tanner, whose paintings realistically depict scenes from the everyday lives 

of African Americans.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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C is the correct answer. It’s the only complete sentence. All of the other choices are fragments;  
none contain verbs.

Difficulty:	MEDIUM

STRATEGIES FOR THE IMPROVING SENTENCES SECTION:

•	 Read	the	entire	sentence	carefully	but	quickly	and	ask	yourself	whether	the	underlined	portion	
is correct or needs to be revised.

•	 Remember	that	choice	(A)	is	the	same	as	the	underlined	portion.	Even	if	you	think	the	sentence	
has no errors, it’s a good idea to reach each choice quickly to make sure.

•	 While	reading	choices	(A)	through	(E),	replace	the	underlined	part	of	the	sentence	with	each	
answer choice to determine which answer creates a sentence that is clear, precise, and meets 
the requirements of written standard English.

•	 Look	for	common	problem	areas	in	sentences,	for	example,	subject-verb	agreement.

•	 Remember	that	the	right	answer	will	be	the	one	correct	version	among	the	five	choices.

•	 Keep	in	mind	that	while	the	answer	choices	change,	the	rest	of	the	sentence	stays	the	same.

Note:	the	Writing	Section	also	includes	6	Improving	Paragraphs	questions.	For	more	info,	see	The	
SAT Preparation Booklet or visit www.collegeboard.com/satprep.

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials avail-
able	at	www.collegeboard.com/satprep.		
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ANSWER KEY: SAT IDENTIFYING SENTENCE ERRORS 
Directions 
The following sentences test your ability to recognize grammar and usage errors. 
Each sentence contains either a single error or no error at all. No sentence contains 
more than one error. The error, if there is one, is underlined and lettered. If the 
sentence contains an error, select the one underlined part that must be changed to 
make the sentence correct. If the sentence is correct, select choice E. In choosing an-
swers, follow the requirements of standard written English.

11. The students have discovered that they can address issues more effectively through  
                            A                           B                                                                      C 
letter-writing campaigns and not through public demonstrations. No error 
                                  D                                                                    E

❍ A

❍ B

❍ C

❍ D

❍ E

12. After hours of futile debate, the committee has decided to postpone further discussion of the  
    A                                                                                                    B                         C 
resolution until their next meeting.  No error 
                           D                                    E

❍ A

❍ B

❍ C

❍ D

❍ E

D is the correct answer. “Has” (a singular verb) shows that “committee” is a singular noun – one 
group. “Their” should be replaced by “its” to make the sentence correct.

Difficulty:	HARD

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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STRATEGIES FOR THE IDENTIFYING SENTENCE ERRORS SECTION:

•	 Read	the	entire	sentence	carefully	but	quickly.	Pay	attention	to	the	underlined	choices	(A)	
through (D). Ask yourself whether any of the underlined words or phrases in the sentence con-
tain a grammar or usage error. Keep in mind that some sentences do not contain an error.

•	 Select	the	underlined	word	or	phrase	that	must	be	changed	to	make	the	sentence	correct.	
Mark (E) No error if you believe the sentence is correct as written.

•	 Look	for	the	most	common	mistakes	that	people	make	in	grammar:	subject-verb	agreement,	
pronoun	reference	and	agreement,	and	adjective/adverb	confusion.

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials avail-
able	at	www.collegeboard.com/satprep.		
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ANSWER KEY: SAT ESSAY 
Directions 
The essay gives you an opportunity to show how effectively you can develop and 
express ideas. You should, therefore, take care to develop your point of view, 
present your ideas logically and clearly, and use language precisely.

Your essay must be written on the lines provided on your answer sheet—you will 
receive no other paper on which to write. You will have enough space if you write 
on every line, avoid wide margins, and keep your handwriting to a reasonable size. 
Remember that people who are not familiar with your handwriting will read what you 
write. Try to write or print so that what you are writing is legible to those readers.

Important Reminders:
•	 A	pencil	is	required	for	the	essay.	An	essay	written	in	ink	will	receive	a	score	of	zero.
•	 Do	not	write	your	essay	in	your	test	book.	You	will	receive	credit	only	for	what	you	write	on	

your answer sheet.
•	 An	off-topic	essay	will	receive	a	score	of	zero.
•	 If	your	essay	does	not	reflect	your	original	and	individual	work,	your	test	scores	may	be	can-

celed.

You	have	twenty-five	minutes	to	write	an	essay	on	the	topic	assigned	below.

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment below.

Many persons believe that to move up the ladder of success and achievement, they 
must forget the past, repress it, and relinquish it. But others have just the opposite 
view. They see old memories as a chance to reckon with the past and integrate past 
and present.

—Adapted from Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot, I‘ve Known Rivers: Lives of Loss and Liberation

Assignment: Do memories hinder or help people in their effort to learn from the past and 
succeed in the present? Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on 
this issue. Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, 
experience, or observation.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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What is your point of view on this issue?	_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Give	examples	you	could	use	to	make	your	case:	

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

STRATEGIES FOR THE SAT ESSAY SECTION:

•	 Read the entire assignment. It’s all there to help you. 

•	 Every	essay	assignment	contains	a	short	paragraph	about	the	issue.	Imagine that you are 
talking to the author of the paragraph. Would you argue with him or her, or agree? What 
other ideas or examples would you bring up?

•	 Don’t oversimplify. An essay with one or two thoughtful, well-developed reasons or examples 
is more likely to get a high score than an essay with three short, simplistic examples.

•	 There’s nothing wrong with using “I.” You are asked to develop your point of view on the 
issue, not give a straight report of the facts. This is your opinion, so feel free to use “I,” and 
give examples that are meaningful to you, even ones from your personal life or experiences.

The SAT Preparation Booklet and website contain sample essay answers and explain how they’re 
scored. Try the sample essay question yourself, then compare your answers with those in the booklet.

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials avail-
able	at	www.collegeboard.com/satprep.

You may choose either point of view 

(“memories help people learn and succeed” or “memories hinder people in their efforts to 

learn and succeed”) as long as your writing supports it.

3 sample essays provided by the College Board include these 3 examples:

•	 Learning	from	a	personal	mistake

•	 Writer	Elie	Wiesel’s	experiences	in	writing	his	memoir	of	the	Holocaust

•	 Problems	created	by	the	Sedition	Acts	of	WWI	and	how	the	lessons	learned	 

can be applied to present-day situations

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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SAT Strategies

Parts of the Test

CRITICAL READING:
This is your chance to show how well you understand what you read.

Total	time:	70	min.	

(Two 25-min. sections and one 20-min. section) 

•	 Sentence	Completion	(19	questions) 
Each	sentence	has	one	or	two	blanks.	You	choose	1	of	5	answers	to	fill	them	in.

•	 Passage-Based	Reading	(48	questions) 
You are given a passage to read, and answer questions based on the passage. Questions may 
be	about	the	meaning	of	a	word,	information	that’s	directly	stated,	or	reasoning	(examples:	
analyzing, synthesizing, or evaluating the writer’s message).

MATHEMATICS:
This	section	covers	math	taught	in	the	first	three	years	of	high	school.	

Total	time:	70 min. 

(Two 25-min. sections and one 20-min. section)

•	 Multiple	Choice	(44	questions) 
Each	problem	has	five	answer	choices.

•	 Student-Produced	Responses	(10	questions) 
You come up with your own answers in this section. There’s no penalty for guessing.

WRITING:

Total	time:	60	min.	

(One 35-min. multiple choice section and one 25-min. essay section)

•	 Student-Written	Essay	(25	minutes) 
You	develop	a	first-draft	essay	in	response	to	an	excerpt.	This	section	is	scored	by	two	read-
ers, who assign a grade from 1 to 6 based on organization, use of language, and develop-
ment of ideas.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, SAT Strategies
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 Multiple Choice Questions
•	 Improving	sentences	(25	questions) 

You	are	given	a	sentence,	part	of	which	is	underlined.	You	choose	from	among	five	ways	of	
expressing	the	underlined	material.	(The	first	choice	is	the	same	as	the	original.)

•	 Identifying	sentence	errors	(18	questions) 
You are given a sentence with one or no errors. You identify the part, if any, where the error 
occurs.

•	 Improving	paragraphs	(6	questions) 
You are asked to read a short passage. Questions ask you to select improvements to the passage.

Approaches to Taking the SAT

•	 All	questions	count	the	same,	so	answer	the	easy	questions	first. The easier questions are 
usually at the beginning of the section, and the harder ones are at the end. The exception is 
the critical reading section, where questions are ordered according to the logic and organiza-
tion of each passage.

•	 Make educated guesses. You have a better chance of guessing the right answer if you can 
rule out one or more answers for multiple-choice questions. 

•	 Skip questions that you really can’t answer. No points are subtracted if an answer is left 
blank. ¼ point is subtracted for each wrong answer.

•	 Limit your time on any one question. All questions are worth the same number of points. If 
you need a lot of time to answer a question, go on to the next one. Later, you may have time 
to return to the question you skipped.

•	 Keep track of time. 	You	can	pace	yourself	by	figuring	out	approximately	how	much	time	you	
have for each question. For example, if you have 25 minutes to answer 20 questions, you know 
you can only spend about a minute on each.

•	 Use your test booklet as scratch paper.

•	 In your test booklet, mark the questions that you skipped and to which you want to return.

•	 Check your answer sheet to make sure you are placing your answers correctly.

•	 Review your work. If	you	finish	a	section	before	time	is	called,	go	back	and	check	to	make	
sure that you’ve only marked one answer per question. Do not go back to any other section of 
the test! 

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials available 
at www.collegeboard.com/satprep.  

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, SAT Strategies
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SAT SENTENCE COMPLETION PRACTICE QUESTIONS
Directions 
Each sentence below has one or two blanks, each blank indicating that something 
has	been	omitted.	Beneath	the	sentence	are	five	words	or	sets	of	words	labeled	A	
through E. Choose the word or set of words that, when inserted in the sentence, best 
fits	the	meaning	of	the	sentence	as	a	whole.

1.	 Hoping	to	________	the	dispute,	negotiators	proposed	a	compromise	that	they	felt	would	be	
________	to	both	labor	and	management.

(A) enforce . . useful

(B) end . . divisive

(C) overcome . . unattractive

(D) extend . . satisfactory

(E) resolve . . acceptable

2. There	is	no	doubt	that	Larry	is	a	genuine	________	:	he	excels	at	telling	stories	that	fascinate	
his listeners.

(A) braggart

(B) dilettante

(C) pilferer

(D) prevaricator

(E) raconteur

STOP

STRATEGIES	FOR	SENTENCE	COMPLETION	QUESTIONS:

•	 	___________________________________________________________________________

•	 	___________________________________________________________________________

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials available 
at www.collegeboard.com/satprep.  

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, Sentence Completion Practice Questions



14© 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

SAT PASSAGE-BASED READING PRACTICE QUESTIONS
Directions 
The passages below are followed by questions based on their content; questions fol-
lowing a pair of related passages may also be based on the relationship between 
the paired passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied 
in the passages and in any introductory material that may be provided.

The questions below are based on the following passage.

     "The rock was still wet. The 
animal was glistening, like it was 
still swimming," recalls Hou 
Xianguang. Hou discovered the

Line 5 unusual fossil while surveying rocks  
as a paleontology graduate student 
in 1984, near the Chinese town of 
Chengjiang. “My teachers always 
talked about the Burgess Shale

Line 10 animals. It looked like one of them.  
My hands began to shake.”  
Hou had indeed found a Naraoia 
like those from Canada. However, 
Hou’s animal was 15 million years

Line 15 older than its Canadian relatives.

3. In line 5, “surveying” most nearly means

(A) calculating the value of

(B) examining comprehensively

(C) determining the boundaries of

(D) polling randomly

(E) conducting a statistical study of

4. It can be inferred that Hou Xianguang’s “hands began to shake” (line 11) because he was

(A) afraid that he might lose the fossil

(B)	 worried	about	the	implications	of	his	finding

(C) concerned that he might not get credit for his work

(D) uncertain about the authenticity of the fossil

(E)  excited about the magnitude of his discovery

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, SAT Passage-Based Reading Practice Questions
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STOP

STRATEGIES	FOR	PASSAGE-BASED	READING	QUESTIONS:

•	____________________________________________________________________________  

•	____________________________________________________________________________

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials available 
at www.collegeboard.com/satprep.  

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, SAT Passage-Based Reading Practice Questions
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SAT MATHEMATICS MULTIPLE-CHOICE PRACTICE QUESTIONS
Directions 
For this section, solve each problem and decide which is the best of the choices 
given. Fill in the corresponding circle on the answer sheet. You may use any avail-
able space for scratchwork.

Notes

•	 The	use	of	a	calculator	is	permitted.

•	 All	numbers	used	are	real	numbers.

•	 Figures	that	accompany	problems	in	this	test	are	intended	to	provide	information	useful	in	
solving problems.

They	are	drawn	as	accurately	as	possible	EXCEPT	when	it	is	stated	in	a	specific	problem	that	
the	figure	is	not	drawn	to	scale.	All	figures	lie	in	a	plane	unless	otherwise	indicated.

•	 Unless	otherwise	specified,	the	domain	of	any	function	is	assumed	to	be	the	set	of	all	real	num-
bers x for which  (x) is a real number.

Reference Information

 A = πr2 A = l w A = ½bh V = l w h 
 C = 2πr

 V = πr2h c2 = a2 + b2 Special Right Triangles

The number of degrees of arc in a circle is 360. The sum of the measures in degrees of the angles 
of a triangle is 180.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, SAT Mathematics Multiple-Choice Practice Questions
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5. A special lottery is to be held to select the student who will live in the only deluxe room in a 
dormitory. There are 100 seniors, 150 juniors, and 200 sophomores who applied. Each se-
nior’s name is placed in the lottery 3 times; each junior’s name, 2 times; and each sophomore’s 
name, 1 time. What is the probability that a senior’s name will be chosen?

(A) 1/8

(B) 2/9

(C) 2/7

(D) 3/8

(E) 1/2

6. 

a b

c
 Note: Figure not drawn to scale.

 If two sides of the triangle above have lengths 5 and 6, the perimeter of the triangle would 
be which of the following?

I. 15

II. 20

III. 22

(A) I only

(B) I and II only

(C) I and III only

(D) II and III only

(E) I, II, and III

STOP

STRATEGIES	FOR	THE	MATHEMATICS	MULTIPLE-CHOICE	SECTION:

•	____________________________________________________________________________  

•	____________________________________________________________________________

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials available 
at www.collegeboard.com/satprep.
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SAT MATHEMATICS STUDENT-PRODUCED  
RESPONSES PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Directions 
Each of the questions in this section requires you to solve the problem and enter your 
answer by marking the circles in the special grid at the bottom of the answer sheet 
page. You may use any available space for scratchwork.

7. Of the 6 courses offered by the music department at her college, Kay must choose exactly 2 
of them. How many different combinations of 2 courses are possible for Kay if there are no 
restrictions on which 2 courses she can choose?

8. Three parallel lines in a plane are intersected by a fourth line, forming twelve angles. If one 
of the angles has measure 28°, how many of the other eleven angles have measure 28°?

7.   8. 

STOP

STRATEGIES	FOR	THE	MATHEMATICS	STUDENT-PRODUCED	RESPONSES	SECTION:

•	____________________________________________________________________________  

•	____________________________________________________________________________

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials available 
at www.collegeboard.com/satprep.  

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, SAT Mathematics Student-Produced Responses Practice Questions
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SAT MATHEMATICS STUDENT-PRODUCED 
RESPONSES PRACTICE GRIDS

1. $1.75  2. 3 ½

  NOTES:

__________________________

__________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

 

3. .6666…  4. 20%

 NOTES:

__________________________

__________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

 

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials available at www.
collegeboard.com.  

The	College	Board’s	SAT	Preparation	Center	includes	a	Mathematics	Review,	by	subject.	You	can	figure	out	if	you	need	more	help	
with	exponents,	factoring,	or	properties	of	a	triangle,	as	well	as	review	definitions	(like	the	difference	between	mean,	mode,	and	
median).	It’s	a	great	study	guide.	Use	it!	(www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/prep_one/prep_one.html)

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, SAT Mathematics Student-Produced Responses Practice Grids
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SAT IMPROVING SENTENCES PRACTICE QUESTIONS
Directions 
The following sentences test correctness and effectiveness of expression. Part of each sen-
tence	or	the	entire	sentence	is	underlined;	beneath	each	sentence	are	five	ways	of	phras-
ing the underlined material. Choice A repeats the original phrasing; the other four choices 
are different. If you think the original phrasing produces a better sentence than any of the 
alternatives, select choice A; if not, select one of the other choices.

In making your selection, follow the requirements of standard written English; that is, 
pay attention to grammar, choice of words, sentence construction, and punctuation. Your 
selection should result in the most effective sentence—clear and precise, without awk-
wardness or ambiguity.

9.	 Laura	Ingalls	Wilder	published	her	first	book	and	she	was	sixty-five	years	old	then.
(A)	and	she	was	sixty-five	years	old	then
(B)	 when	she	was	sixty-five
(C)	at	age	sixty-five	years	old
(D)	upon	the	reaching	of	sixty-five	years
(E)	 at	the	time	when	she	was	sixty-five

10. Scenes from the everyday lives of African-Americans, which are realistically depicted in the 
paintings of Henry Ossawa Tanner. 
(A) Scenes from the everyday lives of African Americans, which are realistically depicted in 

the paintings of Henry Ossawa Tanner.
(B) Scenes from the everyday lives of African Americans being realistically depicted in the 

paintings of Henry Ossawa Tanner.
(C) The paintings of Henry Ossawa Tanner realistically depict scenes from the everyday lives 

of African Americans.
(D) Henry Ossawa Tanner, in his realistic paintings, depicting scenes from the everyday lives of 

African Americans.
(E) Henry Ossawa Tanner, whose paintings realistically depict scenes from the everyday lives 

of African Americans.

STOP
STRATEGIES	FOR	THE	IMPROVING	SENTENCES	SECTION:

•	____________________________________________________________________________  

•	____________________________________________________________________________

Note:	the	Writing	Section	also	includes	6	Improving	Paragraphs	questions.	For	more	info,	see	The	
SAT Preparation Booklet or visit www.collegeboard.com/satprep.

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials available 
at www.collegeboard.com/satprep.  

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, Improving Sentences Practice Questions
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SAT IDENTIFYING SENTENCE ERRORS PRACTICE QUESTIONS
Directions 
The following sentences test your ability to recognize grammar and usage errors. 
Each sentence contains either a single error or no error at all. No sentence contains 
more than one error. The error, if there is one, is underlined and lettered. If the 
sentence contains an error, select the one underlined part that must be changed to 
make the sentence correct. If the sentence is correct, select choice E. In choosing an-
swers, follow the requirements of standard written English.

11. The students have discovered that they can address issues more effectively through  
                            A                           B                                                                      C 
letter-writing campaigns and not through public demonstrations. No error 
                                  D                                                                    E

❍ A

❍ B

❍ C

❍ D

❍ E

12. After hours of futile debate, the committee has decided to postpone further discussion of the  
    A                                                                                                    B                         C 
resolution until their next meeting.  No error 
                           D                                    E

❍ A

❍ B

❍ C

❍ D

❍ E

STOP

STRATEGIES	FOR	THE	IDENTIFYING	SENTENCE	ERRORS	SECTION:

•	____________________________________________________________________________  

•	____________________________________________________________________________

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials available 
at www.collegeboard.com/satprep.  

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
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SAT ESSAY PRACTICE QUESTION
Directions 
The essay gives you an opportunity to show how effectively you can develop and 
express ideas. You should, therefore, take care to develop your point of view, pres-
ent your ideas logically and clearly, and use language precisely.

Your essay must be written on the lines provided on your answer sheet — you will 
receive no other paper on which to write. You will have enough space if you write on 
every line, avoid wide margins, and keep your handwriting to a reasonable size. Re-
member that people who are not familiar with your handwriting will read what you 
write. Try to write or print so that what you are writing is legible to those readers.

Important Reminders:
•	 A	pencil	is	required	for	the	essay.	An	essay	written	in	ink	will	receive	a	score	of	zero.
•	 Do	not	write	your	essay	in	your	test	book.	You	will	receive	credit	only	for	what	you	write	on	

your answer sheet.
•	 An	off-topic	essay	will	receive	a	score	of	zero.
•	 If	your	essay	does	not	reflect	your	original	and	individual	work,	your	test	scores	may	be	can-

celed.

You	have	twenty-five	minutes	to	write	an	essay	on	the	topic	assigned	below.

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment below.

Many persons believe that to move up the ladder of success and achievement, they 
must forget the past, repress it, and relinquish it. But others have just the opposite 
view. They see old memories as a chance to reckon with the past and integrate past 
and present.

—Adapted from Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot, I‘ve Known Rivers: Lives of Loss and Liberation

Assignment: Do memories hinder or help people in their effort to learn from the past and 
succeed in the present? Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on 
this issue. Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, 
experience, or observation.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, Essay Practice Question
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What is your point of view on this issue?	_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Give	examples	you	could	use	to	make	your	case:		 _____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

STRATEGIES	FOR	THE	SAT	ESSAY	SECTION:

•	____________________________________________________________________________  

•	____________________________________________________________________________

Excerpted and adapted from The SAT Preparation Booklet, © 2009, The College Board, and online materials available 
at www.collegeboard.com/satprep.  

Grade 11, Taking Tests 2: SAT Practice Questions
Student Handbook, Essay Practice Question





TakINg TesTs3saT Registration 

Approx. 45 minutes
I.	 Warm	Up:	Planning	Ahead	 

(5 minutes)

II. SAT Registration (30 minutes)

III. Test Day the Right Way  
(5 minutes)

IV.	 Wrap	Up:	Looking	Ahead	 
(5 minutes)

During	this	lesson,	students	will:

Identify tasks to do before Test Day.•	

Register for the SAT College Entrance Exam.•	

Understand Test Day Procedures.•	

❑	 STUDENT HANDBOOK PAGES: 

Student Handbook page 24,  •	
Planning Ahead

Student Handbook page 25,  •	
Test Day the Right Way

❑	 FACILITATOR PAGES: 

Facilitator Resource 1, SAT Registration •	
Notes (completed with necessary test day 
information)

❑	 Blue	and/or	black	pens

❑	 Chart Paper

❑	 Laptop and LCD projector

AGENDA MATERIALS

OBJECTIVES

How do I register for the SAT? What do I need to know for  •	
test day?

75

The BIG Idea

© 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.
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OVERVIEW  ...........................................................................................

The New York State lottery slogan - “You’ve got to be in it to win it” – can be paraphrased for 

the	SAT	College	Entrance	Exam:	“You’ve	got	to	be	registered	to	take	it.”	Therefore,	during	this	

lesson, students will register for the test. You will help the class navigate through the process, 

identifying what’s required and important to fill out now, and what can be addressed later when 

students have more time. 

Students who have credit card information or a fee waiver #, plus a valid email address, may 

register online and print out their admission tickets. (Printing can also be done later, at home, 

once the student has established an online account.) NOTE: Online registration is the preferred 

way to sign up for this test. All other students will fill out paper forms, which must be obtained 

from the guidance counselor. 

Students who brought checks or money orders will put them with their finished paper forms into the 

SAT registration envelopes (provided with the application), and give them to you to be mailed.  

Remaining students will take home their finished paper copies to mail along with payment. 

PREPARATION  ....................................................................................

❑ If possible, arrange to use a classroom with Internet access so you can illustrate the online 

registration process using your laptop and LCD projector.

❑ Determine how many students will not be registering online (i.e., students who will bring in 

checks or money orders, or students who will need to take registration forms home to send 

in later with payment). Contact the school counselor to obtain SAT registration packets for 

each of these students. Note: Registration packets can also be ordered online and mailed 

to individual students; or quantities can be ordered by school counselors and mailed to the 

school. Registration packets CANNOT be downloaded and printed out from the website.

❑ Obtain your high school code number from the guidance counselor.

❑	 Enlist	the	help	of	the	guidance	counselor,	and/or	host	teacher	for	this	lesson.	They	can	circu-

late and help students who have questions during the process. If both are able to co-facili-

tate this lesson, assign one to help students registering online, the other to students filling out 

paper forms. 

❑ To familiarize yourself with the SAT Online Registration, go online to  

Grade 11, Taking Tests 3: SAT Registration 
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www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/reg.html and follow the process to register for 

the SAT online, so you will be familiar with it. (Check to make sure costs and directions for com-

pleting forms are current, as these may change year to year.) Create your own web account 

– you can use your own name and information or make this up – and continue through the ap-

plication until the last page, when you will be asked for payment. You can exit at this point. 

❑ Look through an SAT Registration Booklet, and review the instructions, which may change 

from year to year. Note that each booklet contains an envelope for mailing the registration 

form. The envelope contains SAT TEST DATE LABELS to affix to the front of the envelope, as 

well as a registration form. Note that “Required Fields” on the registration form are labeled 

as such. The SAT Registration Booklet has valuable information about registering, making 

changes, planning for test day, etc., that you may find useful. 

❑ Purchase stamps for mailing paper forms; one first-class postage stamp is required for each 

envelope. 

❑ Find out when and where the SAT will be given near your students’ school. This information 

is available at http://apps.collegeboard.com/cbsearch_code/codeSearchSatTest.jsp.

 (NOTE: This should be the same information you provided in Lesson 1, Activity IV: SAT 

FAQs). You may want to do several different “city” searches, plugging in the names of 

neighboring towns. Some locations are very limited in how often they offer the test, whereas 

other test sites have many more test dates. Jot down the test dates and locations, and code 

numbers for each test center.

❑ For each school, make a copy of Facilitator Resource #1, SAT Registration Notes, and fill 

in	the	following	information:

Test dates (from website)•	

Locations (from website)•	

Site codes (from website)•	

High school code (from guidance counselor)•	

 Make enough copies of this sheet to give to every student as a handout.

❑ Be thoughtful about how to address students who are not planning to attend college. The 

recommendation is that they create an SAT online account and follow the instructions any-

way, so they are familiar with the process if they change their minds later. 

❑ List the day’s BIG IDEA and activities on the board.

❑	 Make	sure	all	information	on	Student	Handbook	page	__,	Plan	of	Action	is	filled	out	(ex-

ception:	if	students	are	choosing	to	leave	out	credit	card	and	social	security	information,	

and fill out later with family members.) REMINDER: To avoid identity theft or unauthor-

ized purchases, remind student to NEVER share credit card information with anyone.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 3: SAT Registration 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION  .......................................................

Filling out registration forms can be daunting for anyone, especially teens. Helping students 

navigate through this process will help ensure that they sign up for the SAT College Entrance 

Exam. There are many details that need to be handled correctly, like filling in the appropriate 

information while registering, remembering to bring your ticket and identification on test day, 

turning off your cell phone, etc.  Hearing the information in advance, and having a checklist to 

take home, will help. 

Students should be urged to establish SAT online accounts, and complete the sign-up online. 

There	are	many	advantages	to	having	an	online	account:	making	changes,	adding	additional	

information, sending scores to colleges, etc.  Students who have Internet access at home, but 

did not bring credit card information to class, can complete all but the credit card informa-

tion, then add this last piece of the application at home. They can then print out the admis-

sion ticket on their own. 

IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS  ...........................................................

If you feel you’ll be pressed for time, you can skip Activity I, Warm Up: Planning Ahead. 

If you find you’re out of class time after the registration process, suggest students read Student 

Handbook page 25, Test Day the Right Way, on their own.

If you are able to enlist the help of your host teacher or school counselor, you may want to split 

the class into two groups, with one adult giving instructions for registering online and one giving 

instructions for the paper version. Note: the online and paper forms do not match, so provid-

ing instructions to both groups simultaneously will be challenging.

Grade 11, Taking Tests 3: SAT Registration 
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I. Warm Up: Planning Ahead  (5 minutes) 
1.	 [Write	“Today:	SAT	Registration.	www.collegeboard.com” on the board, and remind 

students, as they enter, that you are registering for the SAT in class today. Direct stu-
dents to the DO NOW, Student Handbook page 24, Planning Ahead. Give them 2 
minutes	to	fill	in	the	page.]

2. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: As you know, today we’re going to register for the SAT. We’ll 
also cover some of the basics you need to know in order to be ready for the exam. 
The practice questions we did last week will help prepare you for the test itself. But 
there are other details you can take care of in advance to get ready for test day.  So 
let’s take a look at Student Handbook page 24, Planning Ahead to see if you agree, 
or disagree, with Jasmine’s list of “To Do’s.”

[Read aloud the list from Student Handbook page 24, Planning Ahead, asking for a 
show of hands as to who agreed or disagreed to each item. Don’t comment until you 
reach the end.] 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE:  The truth is, every one of Jasmine’s concerns is valid, and 
your “To Do” list should look like hers! Most of the reasons should be self-evident, but if 
you’re wondering why you should consider, for example, what to wear, it’s not because 
you should look good that day; you won’t be graded on style. It’s because test centers 
may not traditionally be open on Saturdays, so the rooms may be colder or hotter than 
during the week, and you want to be comfortable during testing. So it’s smart to think 
ahead and be prepared.

II. SAT Registration (30 minutes)
1. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Now we’re going to register for the SAT.  We’re doing this 

together in class so I can help guide you through the process. I will direct you to skip 
some	of	the	less-important	questions	now,	which	you	can	come	back	to	and	fill	in	when	
you have more time. 

[Hand out the copies you made of Facilitator Resource 1, SAT Registration Notes.]

2. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: This handout will help you keep track of your registration 
information.	You’ll	fill	it	in	as	you	go	along,	and	bring	it	home	for	safekeeping.	

ACTIVITY STEPS  ..................................................................................

Grade 11, Taking Tests 3: SAT Registration 
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By a show of hands, how many of you plan to register online, and have credit card 
information? [Students respond.]

How many of you plan to register online today, but pay at home, later, with credit 
card information? [Students respond.]

How many of you brought checks or money order, and plan to register with a mail- 
in packet? [Students respond. If, at this point, everyone in the class is covered, hand 
out packets to the mail-in students, and ask the others to log onto the website on the 
board:	www.collegeboard.com.	If	there	are	students	who	haven’t	answered,	remind	
them they are going to follow the process using the method they prefer.]

You will note that the sections in the online registration are not in the same order as the 
paper version, so you’ll need to listen carefully for the directions for the version you’re 
completing.

[Note: Directions for online registration are underlined.]

3. Creating an Online Account
SAY SOMETHING LIKE:  For those of you registering online, click on “Register for the 
SAT”, then “Register Now.” Click “Sign up” to create a new account. Follow the prompts 
and answer the questions on this page. Then stop and wait so we can all move forward 
together. Here are some important reminders for this page:
•	 In Step 1, put your legal name rather than a nickname. Use your SAT Registration 

Notes to write down the name you use. The computer (or the person granting access 
on test day) will not know that Susanne and Sue are the same person, so it’s important 
to use exactly the same name every time you log on.
College counselors will have access to your e-mail address, so make sure it’s profes-•	
sional.	For	example,	use	your	first	name	followed	by	your	last	name,	rather	than	“the	
diva” or “pretty mama.”

•	 Monthly	Student	Newsletters	and	the	Official	SAT	Question	of	the	Day	are	optional.	
Check these only if you want to receive them.

•	 Step 2 allows you to choose a parent (or other adult who’s helping you in the college 
search) to stay in the loop, receiving the same SAT announcements you get.

•	 After completing Step 3, use your SAT Registration Notes to write down your e-mail 
address, username, and password so you can log on to this account in the future.
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4. Personal Information
SAY SOMETHING LIKE:  Students registering by mail, open your Registration Booklet 
and	find	the	envelope	in	the	middle.	It	contains	your	Registration	Form.		We’ll	be	work-
ing on that form right now.  Make sure you use a blue or black pen - I have extras for 
anyone	who	needs	one.	Please	print	clearly,	using	capital	letters.	Please	fill	in	section	
1,	2,	3,	6,	and	7.	(Note:	we’ll	return	to	4	and	5	in	a	moment.)	Then	everyone	wait	be-
fore moving on.
•	 Online students should continue to the second screen. You’ll see “Update Personal 

Info”	at	the	top.	This	is	already	filled	in,	except	for	your	social	security	number.	
Though	your	social	security	number	isn’t	required,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	fill	it	in	if	you	
have it. There may be other students with names similar to yours, but your social secu-
rity number links to you and only you.

•	 Mail-in	students	should	enter	their	social	security	number	in	section	4.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: •	 Your SAT scores are reported to your high school counselor, 
so you need to identify your high school. Online students, do this now in the section 
marked “Your High School.” 
Mail-in students will provide the information in section 5. Your high school code is •	
listed on the top of your SAT Registration Notes page.

•	 Online students should enter their addresses and phone numbers at the bottom of the 
page.

•	 Mail-in	students	should	enter	addresses	and	phone	numbers	in	section	12.	If	you’d	
prefer to receive a copy of your admissions ticket by e-mail, complete your e-mail 
address	in	section	15.	(Note:	sections	13	and	14	are	only	for	students	living	out-
side the U.S., so you may skip this section.)

[Walk around and check to see that everyone is following along. The online process 
is easier than the written version, in part because the program won’t let you continue 
until you’ve properly completed each section, so you might want to pay more attention 
to the mail-in students as you circulate. Field questions if students have them. Check to 
make sure everyone is ready to move on.]

4. Student	Profile/SAT	Questionnaire:
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: The	next	section	for	online	students	is	called	Build	College	Profile.	It	
has a different name on the mail-in registration form; I’ll direct mail-in students to it in just a 
moment.

The	My	Profile	section	has	several	purposes.	The	first	is	research;	it	helps	the	College	
Board determine whether the test is “fair and accurate for all students.” It also gives 
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colleges information that will help them guide you in your future plans. If you give 
permission, your information can be provided to colleges so they can alert you to pro-
grams in which you might be interested. This is called the Student Search Service. 
•	 To indicate whether you want to participate in the student search service, check yes or 

no at the bottom of the page.
•	 Mail-in	students	should	go	to	section	8	to	answer	this	question.

The	Build	College	Profile	section	takes	about	ten	minutes	to	fill	out.	Today,	we’ll	com-
plete only the required sections, and you can return later to complete the rest.

Students	completing	the	mail-in	form	will	find	similar	profile	questions	listed	in	section	
22 – SAT Questionnaire. Instructions for completing these questions are found on pages 
22 - 29 of your registration booklet. (Note that completion of this section is helpful, but 
not required.) You may begin work on this section while I describe the “required” items 
to students completing the online form. 

Students registering online:
•	 In	the	section	marked	Start by telling us a little about yourself:
  choose the race/ethnicity that best describes you
  select your parents’ highest education levels
  select combined family income. 
Note: this information will not be shared with schools.
•	 Under GRADE POINT AVERAGE, select the choice that best describes you.
•	 Under	LANGUAGES,	select	the	language(s)	you	spoke	first	and	the	language(s)	you	

know best.

Save	your	answers	and	skip	the	rest	of	the	Build	Profile	Info	section.	You’ll	need	to	click	
“Continue”	several	times	to	reach	the	end	of	this	section.	You	can	return	to	Build	Profile	
Info and complete additional questions at any time.

5. Terms and Conditions
SAY SOMETHING LIKE:  Before	you	officially	register	for	the	test,	you	need	to	review	
the rules and sign off, indicating that you understand them. Online registrants should be 
on the screen that says SAT Registration. Click the button that says “Begin.” On the next 
screen, click “Register for a Test.” The next screen shows “Terms and Conditions.” Please 
read through these, then click “I Agree” to continue.

Mail-in	registrants	will	find	rules	for	taking	the	test,	and	information	on	reporting	
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scores, throughout the registration booklet. For now, please turn to page 31 and 32, 
and read through “Test Security and Fairness.” Then turn to section 22 of your registra-
tion form, and sign on the bottom line to indicate that you understand and agree to 
these conditions.

6. Select Test and Center
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: We’re nearly done. All that remains is choosing a date and 
place to take the SAT, identifying where you’d like your scores to be sent (if you know), 
and paying. [You may wish to write these tasks on the board.] 

Check	the	box	that	shows	you’ll	be	taking	the	test	in	the	U.S.	Your	first	choice	is	whether	
to sign up for the SAT Reasoning Test or the SAT Subject Tests. You can take one or the 
other in a single test day, but not both. Today we’ll sign up for the SAT Reasoning Test, 
so check this box. 

Mail-in	students,	please	find	section	9,	where	you’ll	fill	in	the	bubble	next	to	the	SAT.		

7. Disabilities/Fee Waiver
If you are a student with documented disabilities, and you’re requesting testing accom-
modations, you must register by mail and include a letter of request. This procedure is 
described on page 6 of the mail-in Registration Booklet. 

If you’ve already received an SSD eligibility code, you can enter it on this page and con-
tinue online.

If the school counselor has given you a fee waiver code, you should enter it on this page.

Mail-in students will enter their fee waiver code in Box 19, if eligible.

8. Test Date and Location
Next, choose the date when you’d like to take the test.

Mail-in	students	should	do	this	in	section	9,	by	filling	in	the	circle	next	to	the	month	in	
which you want to take the test.

On the next screen, indicate whether or not you want a copy of the questions and your 
answers mailed to you six to eight weeks following the SAT. This costs an extra $__, so 
don’t check “yes” without clearing this with your parent or guardian.
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Mail-in	students	will	find	this	option	in	section	18,	under	SAT	Answer-Reporting	Services.

On	the	next	screen,	select	your	first	and	second	choice	of	test	centers	for	this	test.

Mail-in	students	will	find	a	list	of	test	centers	online.	Use	section	10	to	list	your	top	two	
choices.

9. Score Reports
Online	students,	continue	on	to	the	next	screen.		If	you	definitely	know	you	want	your	
scores reported, select schools using the “add” button.  This will direct you to a search 
engine	to	find	the	schools’	codes.	The	first	four	are	free;	charges	apply	after	that.	

Please note that you do not have to list schools now. If you are planning to take the exam 
again, you may want to wait. This information can also be added later, for free, until nine 
days after the Saturday when you take the test, or for a fee after that time.

If you have a fee waiver, it allows you up to four additional free score reports. 

Mail-in students should complete sections 11a if they know where they’d like their 
scores sent, using 11b for additional reports. College codes can be found online.

10. Resources
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: The SAT provides many resources to help you prepare for the 
test. Since these cost money, please check with your parents before ordering them online. 
For now, click “Continue.”

Mail-in	students	will	find	these	options	listed	in	section	17,	Publications.

Online	students,	continue	clicking	through	screens,	so	you	can	fill	in	the	correct	Test	Code	
Center, based on the information on your handout. Stop when you reach the Review Infor-
mation Page.

[Wait	for	everyone	to	be	done	filling	in	information,	students	should	be	on	the	page/
screen asking for “Review of Information and Payment.”]

11. Review and Payment
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Now, please review all your information, and check it careful-
ly. Make sure it matches what you recorded on your handout! Once you submit your 
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registration, you cannot cancel. Though many fees can be transferred to a different 
date, most are not refundable.

Online students: when you’re ready, type your credit card information, check it twice, and 
then click “submit.” 

[To avoid identity theft or unauthorized purchases, remind student to NEVER share 
credit card information with anyone. If students or family members are concerned 
about these issues, students may complete everything but the credit card informa-
tion in class, and add this information at home.]

[Judge if your online students have time in class now to print out their admission tickets. 
If you all share one printer, this may not be possible, and you should advise them to 
print it out at home, which they can do by accessing their web account. If there is time, 
however, let them print out their tickets and take them home.]

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Mail-in students should write the cost for the SAT Reasoning 
Test in section 20, line C1. Write this number under 21c, Total Test Fees, as well. If no 
publications or additional services were ordered in sections 17 and 18, this number 
also goes in the TOTAL box in section 21. Check whether you’re paying by credit card, 
check/money	order,	or	fee	waiver.	(If	you’re	paying	by	credit	card,	use	section	16	to	
record your information.)

Double check your information, and put the registration form in the SAT Registration enve-
lope. Check the correct test date on the front of the envelope where indicated. 

[Hand	out	a	first-class	stamp	to	each	mail-in	student,	and	have	them	put	it	on	their	en-
velopes. Collect the envelopes of all students who’ve completed their registration and 
enclosed a check payable to “The College Board” for the correct amount. Students 
who have not completed their forms will mail theirs from home.]

SAY SOMETHING LIKE:  Mail-in students, put your SAT Registration Booklet and your 
SAT Registration Notes in a safe place. You can refer to your booklet for information 
about test day procedures, how to make changes, etc. 

Online students, if you printed out tickets, put them with your handout, bring them home, 
and keep them in a safe place. However, if you do lose a ticket, you can print out a re-
placement from your web account. 
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Mail-in students should expect to receive their paper admission tickets no later than 2 
weeks before the test. Admission tickets will also be available to all students online, no 
matter how you registered. Further information about lost or missing tickets, and how to 
make changes to your registration information, can be found on the SAT website or by 
calling (866) 756-7346.

For those of you mailing your packets from home, make sure you check the registration 
deadline and send the packet at least a week in advance of that date. 

III. Test Day the Right Way (5 minutes)
1. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: All right, good work! Put your registration materials in a safe 

place to take home. Then, turn to Student Handbook page 25, Test Day the Right 
Way. It is a list of test-day suggestions. Let’s read through them together.

[Call on students to read each suggestion aloud, if there is time. If not, suggest they 
read this on their own.]

V. Wrap Up: Looking Ahead (5 minutes)
1. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Congratulations to you all! You are now registered, or close to 

being registered, for the SAT College Entrance Exam. You are on the right path toward 
planning your future, and taking a big step toward reaching your goals.

Here	are	some	last	minute	things	to	remember:
•	 If	you	are	mailing	your	registration	from	home,	or	completing	your	online	applica-

tion at home, do it by the deadline.
•	 If	you	filled	out	a	paper	application,	look	for	your	ticket	in	the	mail.	If	it	doesn’t	

arrive	two	weeks	before	the	test,	call	the	SAT	office	telephone	number	which	you’ll	
find	online,	or	in	your	registration	booklet	(Contact #: (866) 756-7346).

•	 Online	students:	log	onto	the	SAT	website	and	finish	the	application	sections	we	
skipped. 

•	 Visit	the	SAT	website	to	take	more	practice	tests.
•	 Revisit	Jasmine’s	“To	Do”	list	and	start	making	one	of	your	own.	

Okay, today’s class is over. But you have things to do! Get going and I’ll see you next 
week!
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SAT Registration Notes
MY HIGH SCHOOL	CODE	#	is	_______________

Upcoming	SAT	Test	Date,	Location,	Site	Code:	___________			___________			___________

Upcoming	SAT	Test	Date,	Location,	Site	Code:	___________			___________			___________

(circle the date you chose on your registration form)

Registration	Deadline	for	my	chosen	date:		___________________________________________

Date	I	completed	registration:		____________________________________________________

My	name	as	spelled	on	form:		_____________________________________________________

My	address	as	spelled	on	form:			___________________________________________________  

	___________________________________________________

Email	address	used	on	form:		______________________________________________________

Username	for	SAT	Web	Account:	___________________________________________________

Password	for	SAT	Web	Account:		___________________________________________________

Additional	info	needed	to	complete	registration:	______________________________________

Deadline	for	this	info:		___________________________________________________________
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Planning Ahead
Jasmine is an 11th grader who wants to take the SAT College Entrance Exam.  
She made this list of things she thinks are important to do before test day. 

Write “A” if you agree, or “D” if you disagree, in each blank.

	 1.	Go	online	to	the	SAT	website	and	read	about	the	test.						____

	 2.	See	when	the	test	is	offered	near	my	house.					____

	 3.	Sign	up!					____

	 4.	Set	up	a	ride	to	and	from	the	test	site.					____

	 5.	Make	sure	whoever’s	driving	knows	how	long	it	takes	to	get	there	(or,	do	a	trial	run).					____

	 6.	Decide	what	to	wear.					____

	 7.	Check	if	I	should	bring	a	calculator.	If	yes,	put	in	new	batteries.					____

	 8.	Think	about	breakfast	that	day.	What	will	I	eat?					____

	 9.		Do	practice	questions	for	each	SAT	test	subject.					____

10.	Decide	what	time	to	leave	that	morning	so	I	won’t	be	late.					____

11.	Plan	how	to	calm	down	if	I	feel	stressed	during	the	test.					_____
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Test Day the Right Way

•	 Check	your	ticket	for	Test	Location,	and	reporting	time

•	 Bring	admission	ticket	with	you

•	 Bring	acceptable	official	photo	identification	(see	SAT	website,	www.collegeboard.com, for 
what’s ok) 

•	 Bring	several	sharpened	#2	pencils	with	good	erasers

•	 Bring	an	acceptable	calculator	(see	SAT	website,	www.collegeboard.com, for what’s ok)  

•	 Make	sure	calculator	works	and	put	in	fresh	batteries

•	 Bring	a	watch	so	you	can	pace	yourself

•	 Bring	your	glasses	if	you	need	them

•	 Bring	snacks,	which	may	be	eaten	during	the	breaks

•	 Arrive	at	the	testing	center	by	7:45am,	unless	your	admission	ticket	indicates	a	different	time.	
Testing	starts	between	8:30am	and	9:00am,	and	ends	between	12:30pm	and	1:00pm.	

•	 Turn	OFF	your	cell	phone	and/or	pager,	or	leave	it	at	home.	If it goes off during testing, you 
will be dismissed and your test will not be scored.  
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TakINg TesTs4Workforce and adult education Tests

Approx. 45 minutes
I.	 Warm	Up:	Real	World	 

Challenge (5 minutes)

II. No school, No tests? No 
chance! (5 minutes)

III. Testing the Basics, and Beyond 
(15 minutes)

IV. Sharing and Comparing  
(20 minutes)

During	this	lesson,	the	student(s)	will:

Examine standardized tests given outside the high school environment. •	

Learn what workforce, vocational, and military entrance exams evaluate.•	

Sample the types of questions the tests ask.•	

Understand how employers and other organizations use the results of these tests. •	

❑	 STUDENT HANDBOOK PAGES: 

Student Handbook pages 26 and 27,  •	
Real World Challenge

Student Handbook page 28,  •	
Adult Education Tests

Student Handbook pages 29-42,  •	
Testing the Basics and Beyond

Student Handbook page 43, Organizer•	

Student Handbook page 44, Notes•	

	❑	 FACILITATOR PAGES: 

Facilitator Resource 1, Real World •	
Challenge Answer Key

AGENDA MATERIALS

OBJECTIVES

What kinds of tests might I face when applying for jobs,  •	
the military, or vocational training? 

91

The BIG Idea
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OVERVIEW  ...........................................................................................

Students take many paths when they leave high school, and those not immediately heading 

for college need information about workforce options. Some of this information should cover 

standardized tests they will likely face when applying for jobs, the military, apprenticeships, or 

vocational studies. Even students attending college next year may someday face these evalu-

ations, so it will be helpful for everyone to explore them. This lesson plan will look at four fre-

quently	used	assessments:	the	TABE	(Test	of	Adult	Basic	Education),	the	ASVAB	(Armed	Services	

Vocational Aptitude Battery), the ACT WorkKeys Foundational, and the ACT WorkKeys Personal 

Assessments.

PREPARATION  ....................................................................................

❑ List the day’s BIG IDEA and activities on the board.

❑ Peruse the ACT WorkKeys website, http://act.org/workkeys/index.html, to become familiar 

with a common range of workplace, job analysis and training tests, and some of the reasons 

why employers give them.  

❑	 Make	an	overhead	transparency	of	the	following	handouts:

Facilitator Resource 2, Adult Education Tests•	

Student Handbook page 43, Organizer•	

❑ Divide the class into groups of four to work together on Activity III, Testing the Basics, and 

Beyond, and Activity IV, Sharing and Comparing. Try to balance the groups so each has 

a mix of students headed for college as well as students considering vocations.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  .......................................................

The workplace and adult world is rife with tests and evaluations to measure candidates for 

jobs, training programs, and sometimes, state and federal aid. Some assessments help place 

applicants in jobs requiring specific skills, and some are simply used to weed people out, and 

streamline the hiring process. Students should know that test-taking doesn’t end with high school 

graduation. It’s also important to know what to expect on tests that probe personality attributes 

and workplace traits. 
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IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS  ...........................................................

If you think you will be short on time, skip Activity II, No school, No tests? No chance!, and use 

it as a reference. 

For Activity III and IV, if you have more than 16 students (4 groups x 4 tests to review), you 

may wish to assign more than one group to a test, or assign portions of the ACT WorkKeys to 

different	student	groups,	as	follows:

ACT WORKKEYS FOUNDATIONAL: 

Communication•	

Problem Solving•	

Interpersonal •	

ACT WORKKEYS PERSONAL SKILLS

Performance•	

Talent•	

Fit•	
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I. Warm Up: Real World Challenge  (5 minutes) 
1. [Direct students to Student Handbook pages 26 and 27, Real World Challenge. Give 

them 2 minutes to read the scenarios and answer the questions.] 

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: When you’re watching a movie, and the characters at a job 
have a workplace dilemma, or are so totally clueless how to do their jobs that they 
end up messing everything up, it’s usually funny. In real life, it’s not. It means the work 
doesn’t get done, which is a problem for the boss.  So before hiring people, many em-
ployers give applicants written tests to evaluate their ability to perform in the work-
place. Sometimes these tests measure basic education skills. Many others, like the one 
you’ve	just	taken,	judge	personality	traits,	like	how	you’ll	react	to	workplace	conflicts.	
Let’s talk about the scenarios you just read. Raise your hand if you read and answered 
the Level #3 Scenario. [Students raise hands.]

Okay, tell me which answer you picked. Remember, the question asks how the goal 
for the team might be best met – because that’s what the employer cares about, and 
wants to know you’ll keep in mind if you’re hired.

[Take answers. Most students will probably pick the right answer. If you feel the class 
needs more explanation, point out that the situation requires recognition and accep-
tance of the team goal, and the job requires the painter to set aside her immediate 
task to help in the problem area.]

Okay, that scenario was pretty straight-forward. And we’re all familiar with the con-
cept of teamwork. The Level #5 question is more complex. Anyone tackle that one? 
What answers did you get? [Allow students to respond.]

This scenario is pretty complex. It’s really not clear how to accomplish the goal. But an 
employer would be looking for someone who has leadership skills to keep the discus-
sion productive; who displays initiative by showing willingness to try new tasks; and 
who knows how to be assertive by voicing personal convictions. 

So, as you can see, instead of saying goodbye to tests once you graduate high school, 
there are many other exams you’ll encounter. Some will test your teamwork abilities, 
some will test your educational abilities, and others will test skills you need to succeed 
at	a	specific	job.		Thinking	about	how	to	do	well	on	such	tests	is	a	good	idea.	So,	today	

ACTIVITY STEPS  ..................................................................................
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we’ll take a look at a few tests you may meet in the outside world, and get acquaint-
ed with the most common ones. 

II. No school, No tests? No chance! (5 minutes)
1. [Put the transparency of Facilitator Resource 2, Adult Education Tests, on the over-

head projector. Read each category heading, and then ask students to read the brief 
descriptions that follow. Before going on to the next category, ask for at least one 
reason	why	an	employer	or	training	program	officer	might	find	these	tests	helpful	and	
necessary. 

If, as suggested in the IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS section, you are skipping this, 
advise students to take a look at it on their own.]

III. Testing the Basics, and Beyond (15 minutes)
1.	 [Write	the	following	on	the	board:	

•	 Test	of	Adult	Basic	Education	(TABE)	
•	 Armed	Services	Vocational	Aptitude	Battery	(ASVAB)
•	 ACT	WorkKeys	Foundational	Assessments
•	 ACT	WorkKeys	Personal	Assessments]	

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Now we’re going to take a more in-depth look at four of the 
most	commonly	used	adult	assessment	tests:	the	TABE,	or	Test	of	Adult	Basic	Education,	
the ASVAB, or Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery, the ACT WorkKeys Foun-
dational Assessments, and the ACT WorkKeys Personal Assessments. 

In order to get to know these four “real world” tests, you’ll work in groups of four, and 
each group will explore one test. You’ll answer a questionnaire about it. Then, you’ll 
share what you’ve learned, by giving a short presentation for the rest of the class. 

[Put the students into groups of four.  Assign each group a test to study. Most likely, 
you will have more than one group per test. If this is the case, follow the suggestions in 
IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS.

Place a transparency of Student Handbook page 43, Organizer on the overhead and 
give students instructions on completing it.]   

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Okay, now take 5 minutes to quietly read through the over-
view of the test your group has been assigned. I’ll tell you when your time is up. 
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[Give the class 5 minutes to read. Then call “Time.”]

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Now, collaborate with your teammates to answer the question-
naire, and prepare a short presentation. You’ll have ten minutes total, and I’ll let you 
know when 5 minutes are up, so if you haven’t started working on your presentation 
yet, you’ll know it’s time to kick into gear! A good way to organize is to choose one 
person to present each of the main categories on your “Organizer” sheet. Okay, begin 
working. 

[Notify the students when 5 minutes has passed. Explain to students that they should 
begin preparing for the class presentation. Give them a one-minute warning before it’s 
time to wrap up, and move on to Activity IV, Sharing and Comparing.]

IV. Sharing and Comparing (20 minutes)  
1. SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Now let’s share what we’ve learned about workplace tests. 

[Call on each group to do its presentation. Depending on how many groups you have, 
assign them 3-4 minutes to speak. Tell the students who are listening that they should 
take notes on the presentations Student Handbook page 44, Notes. Model how to do 
this, if needed.

When	students	have	finished	their	presentations,	congratulate	them	on	learning	about	
the many tests they will face after high school. Encourage them to keep learning, 
throughout high school and beyond, so that they can do well at the tests that will help 
them succeed in the paths they desire.]
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SKILLS CHECKLIST
Direct students’ attention to Portfolio page 24, Grade 11 Skills Checklist. Have stu-
dents complete the skills checklist questions for Test Prep skills.

Taking TesTs 
I can…

Describe the purpose of the ACT 
and SAT.

❑	not at all ❑	somewhat ❑	very well

Describe the types of questions 
found	on	the	ACT/SAT.

❑	not at all ❑	somewhat ❑	very well

Register	for	the	ACT/SAT. ❑	not at all ❑	somewhat ❑	very well

Report my scores to colleges that 
require them.

❑	not at all ❑	somewhat ❑	very well

Locate resources for further test 
preparation.

❑	not at all ❑	somewhat ❑	very well

Take care of these test-taking 
details:	admission	ticket,	when	
and where the test is held, trans-
portation,	and	what	to	bring/not	
to bring.

❑	not at all ❑	somewhat ❑	very well

Name a standardized test I 
might be required to take after 
high school graduation and de-
scribe its purpose.

❑	not at all ❑	somewhat ❑	very well
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Real World Challenge Answer Key

From ACT WorkKeys Assessment, Level 3
Scenario:

A	two-person	painting	and	wallpapering	crew	is	redecorating	the	first	floor	of	a	house	for	a	fam-
ily	that	has	gone	on	vacation.	The	team	has	two	days	to	finish	the	job.	They	have	completed	the	
dining	room	and	family	room.	One	team	member	is	finishing	the	painting	in	the	kitchen;	the	other	
has	begun	wallpapering	the	living	room.	The	second	team	member	finds	that	after	the	paste	is	
applied,	the	wallpaper	tears	very	easily	when	he	is	trying	to	adjust	it	on	the	wall	and	trim	it	to	fit.

They discuss the situation. The one who is painting suggests that they both work on the wallpaper-
ing	first	and	then	finish	painting	the	kitchen.	She	explains	that	one	of	them	can	hold	up	the	bottom	
of the wallpaper strip while the other one does the trimming. This might prevent the tearing by 
eliminating the extra weight on the paper.

In this situation, the goal for the team can best be accomplished by:

A. asking for more time to complete the project. 

B. buying extra wallpaper to allow for torn pieces. 

C. continuing to work individually on each room. 

D. working together on the wallpapering and painting in both rooms.

ANSWER:

A. This action is costly, could annoy the customer, and may be unnecessary. 

B. This is an unnecessary expense that can be eliminated if the team can avoid the tearing in the 
first	place.	

C. This action ignores the problem with the wallpaper. 

D. This	action	contributes	the	most	to	task	completion	(finishing	the	job	at	the	least	cost)	and	also	
shows cooperative team relationships. Correct

	 SOURCE:	http://www.act.org/workkeys/assess/teamwork/sample3.html

From ACT WorkKeys Assessment, Level 5
Scenario:

A small health club employs a receptionist, four instructors, and a custodian. The club opens at 
9:00	AM.	The	instructors	teach	aerobics	and	weightlifting	classes	during	the	daytime	and	early	
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evening hours. The custodian cleans the facilities in the early morning hours before the club opens, 
and does odd jobs during the rest of the day.

One of the instructors is a young mother who took the job because she was told that she would 
be expected to work only during the hours that her children were in school. Another is a college 
student who takes classes in the mornings and teaches weightlifting classes in the late afternoons 
and evenings. The other two instructors work a variety of hours. One of these instructors doesn’t 
want to work any additional hours. Although the other one likes earning the extra money, she has 
commented that the other three instructors take advantage of her willingness to work extra hours 
and pressure her to work whenever no one else wants to.

The club has received requests from several of its clients for an early morning aerobics class. The 
manager has told the team to discuss how such a class could be added without hiring any more 
instructors. At the meeting, several objections are raised. The custodian argues that a class early in 
the morning would interfere with cleaning the club. The instructor who has the young children says 
that there is no way she could teach the class because she needs to get her children ready for 
school at that time. She suggests that perhaps the instructor who is usually eager for extra work 
could teach the early class. That instructor groans, folds her arms, and does not reply or partici-
pate. The college student argues that, since the people requesting this class are already clients, 
the club will not really be gaining business by starting this class. The receptionist counters that 
there have been some calls from others about such a class. The fourth instructor is concerned that 
those clients who have requested this class may go elsewhere if it isn’t offered.

As a member of this team, the instructor who usually works the extra hours should:

A. suggest that the fairest solution would be for the team to vote on who should teach the early 
class.

B. suggest that the team tell the manager to forget about the early class; it isn’t going to work. 

C. voice her feelings and suggest that the manager reevaluate the whole schedule to see how the 
class might be covered. 

D.	 walk	out	to	protest	her	hours	and	let	them	find	a	solution	without	her	help.	

ANSWER:

A. In this situation, a vote does not guarantee a “fair” solution. It does not encourage good deci-
sion-making skills. 

B. This action does not contribute to either team relationships or goal accomplishment. 

C. The instructor uses assertiveness to communicate her honest concerns, and still recognizes that 
the goal of providing the early class is important. Correct 

D. This action does not contribute to goal accomplishment 

SOURCE:	http://www.act.org/workkeys/assess/teamwork/sample5.html
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Real World Challenge
These	two	scenarios	are	from	the	ACT	WorkKeys	Foundational	Skills:	Interpersonal		
Assessment. Read and answer the questions for one of the scenarios below. Level 5 
is the more challenging scenario.

Level 3 Scenario:

A	two-person	painting	and	wallpapering	crew	is	redecorating	the	first	floor	of	a	house	for	a	fam-
ily	that	has	gone	on	vacation.	The	team	has	two	days	to	finish	the	job.	They	have	completed	the	
dining	room	and	family	room.	One	team	member	is	finishing	the	painting	in	the	kitchen;	the	other	
has	begun	wallpapering	the	living	room.	The	second	team	member	finds	that	after	the	paste	is	
applied,	the	wallpaper	tears	very	easily	when	he	is	trying	to	adjust	it	on	the	wall	and	trim	it	to	fit.

They discuss the situation. The one who is painting suggests that they both work on the wallpaper-
ing	first	and	then	finish	painting	the	kitchen.	She	explains	that	one	of	them	can	hold	up	the	bottom	
of the wallpaper strip while the other one does the trimming. This might prevent the tearing by 
eliminating the extra weight on the paper.

In this situation, the goal for the team can best be accomplished by:

a. asking for more time to complete the project. 

b. buying extra wallpaper to allow for torn pieces. 

c. continuing to work individually on each room. 

d. working together on the wallpapering and painting in both rooms.

SOURCE:	http://www.act.org/workkeys/assess/teamwork/sample3.html
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Level 5 Scenario:

A	small	health	club	employs	a	receptionist,	four	instructors,	and	a	custodian.	The	club	opens	at	9:00	
AM. The instructors teach aerobics and weightlifting classes during the daytime and early evening 
hours. The custodian cleans the facilities in the early morning hours before the club opens, and does 
odd jobs during the rest of the day. One of the instructors is a young mother who took the job be-
cause she was told that she would be expected to work only during the hours that her children were 
in school. Another is a college student who takes classes in the mornings and teaches weightlifting 
classes in the late afternoons and evenings. The other two instructors work a variety of hours. One 
of these instructors doesn’t want to work any additional hours. Although the other one likes earning 
the extra money, she has commented that the other three instructors take advantage of her willing-
ness to work extra hours and pressure her to work whenever no one else wants to.

The club has received requests from several of its clients for an early morning aerobics class. The 
manager has told the team to discuss how such a class could be added without hiring any more 
instructors. At the meeting, several objections are raised. The custodian argues that a class early in 
the morning would interfere with cleaning the club. The instructor who has the young children says 
that there is no way she could teach the class because she needs to get her children ready for 
school at that time. She suggests that perhaps the instructor who is usually eager for extra work 
could teach the early class. That instructor groans, folds her arms, and does not reply or partici-
pate. The college student argues that, since the people requesting this class are already clients, 
the club will not really be gaining business by starting this class. The receptionist counters that 
there have been some calls from others about such a class. The fourth instructor is concerned that 
those clients who have requested this class may go elsewhere if it isn’t offered.

As a member of this team, the instructor who usually works the extra hours should:

a. Suggest that the fairest solution would be for the team to vote on who should teach the early 
class. 

b. Suggest that the team tell the manager to forget about the early class; it isn’t going to work. 

c. Voice her feelings and suggest that the manager reevaluate the whole schedule to see how 
the class might be covered. 

d.	 Walk	out	to	protest	her	hours	and	let	them	find	a	solution	without	her	help.	

SOURCE:	http://www.act.org/workkeys/assess/teamwork/sample5.html
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Adult Education Tests

1. Tests	that	evaluate	core	academic	mastery:

•	 TABE:	Test of Adult Basic Education. Tests basic educational skills up to the 12th grade. 
Measures performance on reading, mathematics computation, applied mathematics, lan-
guage, and spelling. 

•	 ABT:	Ability-to-Benefit	tests. Taken to qualify for some state and federal aid programs, 
or to pursue a college education, if a high school diploma has not been achieved (or 
a	student	who	has	low	grades	and/or	college	entrance	test	scores).	The	tests	evaluate	
language,	reading,	and	math	to	see	if	you	have	the	basics	needed	to	benefit	from	further	
study. 

•	 GED: General Educational Development. Measures high school level skills and knowl-
edge,	if	high	school	diploma	has	not	been	achieved.	Tests	Language	Arts/Reading,	Social	
Studies,	Science,	Language	Arts/Writing,	and	Mathematics.	Credentials	awarded	by	home	
State Department of Education.

2. Tests	that	evaluate	basic	skills	PLUS	skills	required	for	specific	jobs:

•	 ACT WorkKeys Foundational Skills. Measures different applied job skills in the areas of 
communication, problem solving, and interpersonal skills.

•	 Civil Service Exams.	Required	for	specific	careers,	such	as	Law	Enforcement,	clerical,	Air	
Traffic	controllers,	majority	of	Postal	Worker	Jobs	(about	80%),	and	Government	Jobs.	

•	 Apprenticeship exams.	Evaluates	readiness	to	learn	specific	skilled	trades,	like	plumbing,	
construction, and electrical work. 

3. Tests	that	evaluate	personality	traits	and	people	skills:

•	 ACT WorkKeys Personal Skills. Designed to predict job behavior and measure an indi-
vidual’s potential.

•	 Various	job	and	career	questionnaires,	career	aptitude	tests,	integrity	surveys,	personality	
tests.  

Note:	many	employers	also	require	urine	tests	to	make	sure	employees	are	drug	free.	
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Testing the Basics, and Beyond

I. Test of Basic Academic Education (TABE)

The TABE measures academic basic skills that are taught through the 12th grade of high school. It 
tests reading, math computation, applied math, language, and spelling. It is considered an Adult 
Education test, designed to assess basic skills needed for the workplace or further academic pursuit.

Specifically,	subjects	covered	include	reading	comprehension,	punctuation,	spelling,	grammar,	
vocabulary, adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing, using and understanding fractions, per-
centages, and decimals.

 The TABE is useful for any employer, public service agency, or company that needs to assess basic 
educational skills in an adult population. It can help with hiring, promotions, or placing employees 
in training programs for skilled positions. Some examples of programs that have successfully used 
the TABE include adult education programs, correctional education, vocational-technical programs, 
corporate	training,	one-stop	career	centers,	military,	college,	non-profit,	and	union	programs.	

The TABE is also administered by adult educators to see if a student is ready to take the GED. Be-
cause	items	on	TABE	are	linked	to	specific	learning	objectives,	TABE	scores	help	students	focus	their	
study on skills that need the most work. The test helps educators and students evaluate if more 
preparation is needed. 

There is no way to fail the TABE. Your score helps you, and the organization administering the test, 
to understand your knowledge base.  It helps determine your eligibility for jobs, job training pro-
grams, and educational opportunities. 

Adapted	from:	Getting to Know TABE, copyright McGraw-Hill LLC, 2003 and other TABE websites. 
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Sample	TABE	questions:

1. Reading

Adapted	from:	Getting to Know TABE, copyright McGraw-Hill LLC, 2003.
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2. Mathematics Computation

Adapted	from:	Getting to Know TABE, copyright McGraw-Hill LLC, 2003.
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3. Applied Mathematics

Adapted	from:	Getting to Know TABE, copyright McGraw-Hill LLC, 2003.
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4. Language: 

Adapted	from:	Getting to Know TABE, copyright McGraw-Hill LLC, 2003.
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5. Spelling
Choose the word that is spelled correctly and best completes the sentence.

Adapted	from:	Getting to Know TABE, copyright McGraw-Hill LLC, 2003.
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II. ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery)

The ASVAB is one of the most widely used, multiple-aptitude tests in the world, developed and 
maintained by the Department of Defense. Over half of all high schools nationwide administer the 
ASVAB test to students in grades 10, 11, and 12 (sophomores cannot use their scores for enlist-
ment eligibility). Students may also take the test at another school or through a recruiter, and may 
retake the test at any time.

The	ASVAB	consists	of	the	following	eight	individual	tests:

General Science  
A 25-item test measuring knowledge of life science, earth and space science, and physical science 

Arithmetic Reasoning  
A 30-item test measuring ability to solve basic arithmetic word problems 

Word Knowledge  
A 35-item test measuring ability to understand the meaning of words through synonyms 

Paragraph Comprehension  
A 15-item test measuring ability to obtain information from written material 

Mathematics Knowledge  
A 25-item test measuring knowledge of mathematical concepts and applications 

Electronics Information  
A 20-item test measuring knowledge of electrical current, circuits, devices, and electronic systems 

Auto and Shop Information  
A 25-item test measuring knowledge of automotive maintenance and repair, and wood and metal 
shop practices 

Mechanical Comprehension  
A 25-item test measuring knowledge of the principles of mechanical devices, structural support, 
and properties of materials 

Students are provided with scores on each of these individual tests and three Career Explora-
tion	Score	composites:	Verbal	Skills,	Math	Skills,	and	Science	and	Technical	Skills.	The	battery	
takes approximately three hours to complete and test results are returned to schools in about two 
weeks.

The Military uses students’ ASVAB scores to identify the occupations that best suit their abilities. 
Junior, senior, and postsecondary school students can use their ASVAB scores for enlistment for up 
to two years after taking the test. 
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Sample	ASVAB	Questions:

General Science:
An eclipse of the sun throws the shadow of the 

A. moon on the sun. 

B. moon on the earth. 

C. earth on the sun. 

D. earth on the moon. 

Math:
If X + 6 = 7, then X is equal to 

A. -1 

B. 0 

C. 1 

D.	7/6	

Electronics Information:
Which of the following has the least resistance? 

A. wood 

B. iron 

C. rubber 

D. silver 

Auto and Shop:
A car uses too much oil when which of the following parts are worn? 

A. pistons 

B. piston rings 

C. main bearings 

D. connecting rods 

(answers:	B,C,D,B)

(sources: http://todaysmilitary.com/before-serving/asvab-test/asvab-sample-page,  
http://www.asvabprogram.com/)
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III. ACT WorkKeys Foundational Assessment

The ACT WorkKeys Foundational Skills Assessments measure different applied job skills in the 
areas of communication, problem solving, and interpersonal skills. In particular, it measures 
cognitive abilities such as applied math, reading for information and locating information. 

Communication:
Business Writing1.  
The WorkKeys Business Writing test measures the skills individuals possess when they write an 
original response to a work-related situation. Components of the Business Writing tests include 
sentence structure, mechanics, grammar, word usage, tone and word choice, organization and 
focus, and development of ideas.

Listening2.  
The Listening portion of the WorkKeys Listening and Writing test measures the skill that people 
use when they receive verbal information in the workplace and relay it to another person. The 
test is administered via an audiotape that contains all directions and messages. 

Reading for Information3.  
The WorkKeys Reading for Information test measures the skill people use when they read and 
use written text in order to do a job. The written texts include memos, letters, directions, signs, 
notices, bulletins, policies, and regulations. 

Writing4.  
The Writing portion of the WorkKeys Listening and Writing test measures the skill individuals 
use when they write messages that relay workplace information between people.

Problem Solving: 
Applied Technology 1. 
The WorkKeys Applied Technology test measures the skill people use when they solve problems 
with	machines	and	equipment	found	in	the	workplace.	Specifically,	the	test	assesses	ability	to:	
analyze a problem by identifying the problem and its parts, decide which parts of a problem 
are important, decide on the order to follow when dealing with the parts of the problem, ap-
ply existing tools, materials, or methods to new situations. 

Applied Math2.   
This assessment measures the skills people possess when they apply mathematical reasoning, 
critical thinking, and problem-solving techniques to work-related problems. The test questions 
require the examinee to set up and solve the types of problems, and do the types of calcula-
tions, that actually occur in the workplace.

Locating Information3.  
The WorkKeys Locating Information test measures the skill people use when they work with 
workplace	graphics.	Examinees	are	asked	to	find	information	in	a	graphic	or	insert	informa-
tion into a graphic. They also must compare, summarize, and analyze information found in 
related graphics.
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Observation4.  
The WorkKeys Observation test measures the skill people use when they pay attention to and 
remember work-related instructions, demonstrations, and procedures.

Interpersonal Skills: 

Teamwork 1. 
The WorkKeys Teamwork test measures the skill people use for choosing behaviors that both 
lead toward the accomplishment of work tasks and support the relationships between team 
members.	A	team	is	defined	as	any	workplace	group	with	a	common	goal	and	shared	respon-
sibility in achieving that goal.

ACT	WorkKeys	Foundational	Assessment	Sample	Questions:

1. Communication: Reading for Information

Goldberg’s	Auto	Parts	is	served	by	more	than	fifty	different	accounts,	each	with	its	own	
sales representative, company name, corporate address, and shipping address. As a 
shipping and receiving clerk at Goldberg’s, you are required to return defective mer-
chandise to the manufacturer.

Standard procedure for returning an item begins with your written request to the com-
pany for authorization. Always send the request to the corporate address, not to the 
shipping	address.	Unless	the	company	file	folder	contains	a	form	for	this	procedure,	write	
a business letter to the manufacturer supplying the item’s stock number, cost, and invoice 
number; the date it was received; and the reason for its return. The manufacturer’s reply 
will include an authorization number from the sales representative, a sticker for you to 
place on the outside of the box to identify it as an authorized return, and a closing date 
for the company’s acceptance of the returned item. If you do not attach the provided 
sticker, your returned box will be refused by the manufacturer as unauthorized, and you 
will need to obtain a new letter, authorization, sticker, and closing date. Always send a 
returned box to the shipping address, not to the company’s corporate address.

According to the policy shown, what should you do if you lose an authorization sticker?

1. Send a request for a return authorization along with the rejected part directly to the 
manufacturer’s shipping address.

2. Send a request for return authorization along with the rejected part directly to the manu-
facturer’s corporate address.

3. Repeat the standard procedure to obtain a new letter, authorization, sticker, and closing 
date.

4. Use a sticker from another company’s folder.

5. Send the rejected part to your sales representative.
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2. Problem Solving: Applied Math
Quik Call charges 18¢ per minute for long-distance calls. Econo Phone totals your phone 
usage each month and rounds the number of minutes up to the nearest 15 minutes. It then 
charges $7.90 per hour of phone usage, dividing this charge into 15-minute segments 
if	you	used	less	than	a	full	hour.	If	your	office	makes	5	hours	3	minutes	worth	of	calls	this	
month using the company with the lower price, how much will these calls cost?
1. $39.50
2. $41.48
3. $41.87
4. $54.00
5. $54.54

3. Interpersonal Skills: Teamwork  
Scenario: A daily newspaper is changing from an afternoon to a morning delivery sched-
ule. This change affects every employee, from the editor to the delivery people. The 
paper	will	have	a	10:00	P.M.	press	deadline,	and	the	reporters	will	be	unable	to	write	
complete stories for many evening sports events, cultural events, and community meetings. 
The	editor	has	told	the	team	of	five	reporters	to	propose	a	revised	schedule	of	assign-
ments. This schedule should take into account each reporter’s area of expertise and still 
ensure that all important stories are covered by the deadline.

When the team meets to discuss this schedule, a major concern is how to make the evening 
stories as timely as possible within the new time constraints. Team members offer several 
suggestions regarding how to shift assignments around to accommodate the deadline. One 
of the reporters insists on covering only the political stories, which are his particular interest. 
Another reporter argues that the political reporter should help out the sports writer by pre-
paring background material in the afternoon for the evening’s sports stories. The political 
reporter refuses, saying that he wasn’t hired to work on sports and doesn’t know anything 
about them. The sports writer complains that the change to a morning edition is the whole 
problem, that coverage of evening sports events is going to be ruined, and that manage-
ment doesn’t know what they are doing. The cultural reporter agrees and adds that he is 
thinking	about	finding	a	job	elsewhere.	The	society	reporter	retorts	that	he	should	do	just	
that; she hates doing the society stories and would take the cultural assignment in a minute.

As a member of this team, the sportswriter can best support the team and accomplish the 
task	by:
1. suggesting that all of the reporters work on background for all types of stories so 

that	each	can	do	final	details	and	editing	in	his	or	her	area	of	expertise.
2. suggesting the editor hire several part-time reporters to help cover sports stories.
3. suggesting they keep their current assignments and accept a one-day delay in cover-

age of all evening stories.
4. volunteering to tell management that the morning edition change is a mistake and 

should be withdrawn.
SOURCE: http://www.act.org/workkeys/assess/foundational.html
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IV ACT WorkKeys Personal Skills Assessments

The ACT WorkKeys Personal Skills Assessments are designed to predict job behavior and measure 
an individual’s potential. There are assessments to measure “Performance,” “Talent,” and “Fit.”

The Performance Assessment is a prescreening tool to measure a job applicant’s tendency toward 
unsafe behaviors and attitudes toward work. The Talent Assessment predicts characteristics such as 
cooperation,	discipline,	influence,	and	stability.	The	Fit	Assessment	helps	discover	a	job	applicant’s	
interests	and	values	in	order	to	determine	the	fit	between	a	candidate	and	occupations	in	an	
organization.

1. Performance Assessment

This test measures “General Work Attitudes,” related to issues like prevalence of theft, pro-
ductivity, absenteeism, resilience to work-related stress, team orientation, and employee work 
satisfaction. It also measures “Risk Reduction” to evaluate the likelihood of work-related ac-
cidents, unnecessary risk-taking in a work environment, and organizational conduct that may 
impact	the	individual	or	others	(like	working	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	or	drugs,	outbursts	
of physical or verbal aggression).

2. Talent Assessment

The	Talent	Assessment	is	designed	to	measure	the	following	characteristics:	

Carefulness—tendency to think and plan carefully before acting or speaking. 

Cooperation—tendency to be likable and cordial in interpersonal situations. 

Creativity—tendency to be imaginative and to think “outside the box.” 

Discipline—tendency to be responsible, dependable, and follow through with tasks without 
becoming distracted or bored. 

Goodwill—tendency to be forgiving and to believe that others are well intentioned. 

Influence—tendency to affect and dominate social situations by speaking without hesitation 
and often becoming a group leader. 

Optimism—tendency	toward	having	a	positive	outlook	and	confidence	in	successful	outcomes.	

Order—tendency to be neat and well organized. 

Savvy—tendency	to	read	other	people’s	motives,	understand	office	politics,	and	anticipate	the	
needs and intentions of others. 

Sociability—tendency to enjoy being in other people’s company and to work with others. 

Stability—tendency to maintain composure and rationality in situations of actual or perceived 
stress. 

Striving—tendency to have high aspiration levels and to work hard to achieve goals. 

Grade 11, Taking Tests 4: Workforce and Adult Education Tests
Student Handbook, Testing the Basics and Beyond



41© 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

3. Fit Assessment

The Fit Assessment consists of two different inventories that match individual interests and 
values to the work environment, providing information that can help determine how well a 
candidate matches up with occupations in an organization. It assesses work-related interests 
and	a	broad	range	of	work-related	values,	such	as	Autonomy,	Physical	Activity,	Influencing	
Others, and Precision. 

Here	are	some	target	areas	assessed:		

Administration & Sales:	 Persuading,	influencing,	directing,	or	motivating	others	through	ac-
tivities such as sales, supervision, and aspects of business manage-
ment. 

Business Operations: Developing	and/or	maintaining	accurate	and	orderly	files,	records,	
accounts,	etc.;	designing	and/or	following	systematic	procedures	for	
performing business activities. 

Technical: Working with tools, instruments, and mechanical or electrical equip-
ment. Activities include designing, building, and repairing machin-
ery,	as	well	as	raising	crops/animals.	

Science & Technology: Investigating and attempting to understand phenomena in the natu-
ral sciences through reading and research. 

Arts: Expressing oneself through activities such as painting, designing, 
singing, dancing, and writing; artistic appreciation of such activities. 

Social	Service:	 Helping,	enlightening,	or	serving	others	through	activities	such	as	
teaching, counseling, working in service-oriented organizations, 
engaging	in	social/political	studies.	

Public Contact:  Interacting with external customers or the public in general. 

Autonomy:  Making one’s own plans and decisions at work. 

Influencing	Others:		 Convincing or advising people to do things, even in non-supervisory 
roles. 

Order:  Putting things in order for others; using a system or rules to arrange 
things. 

Intellectual Stimulation:  Thinking	about	difficult	concepts	and	working	to	solve	complex	
problems. 

Precision:  Being exact or very accurate in one’s work. 

Creativity:  Creating	something	new	or	finding	new	ways	of	doing	things;	origi-
nal thinking. 
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ACT WorkKeys Personal Skills Assessments Sample Questions

Work Values Inventory
Instructions: Indicate how important each of the following work values is to you. 
Choose your answer from the scale below.

NI – Not important at all

SI – Slightly important

I  – Important

VI – Very important

EI – Extremely important

NI SI I VI EI Work Values Descriptions
Authority Telling people what to do; controlling  

the behaviors of others

Helping People Improving the lives of others by activities 
such as teaching, physically assisting, or 
mentoring.

Creativity Creating	something	new	or	finding	new	
ways of doing things; original thinking.

Order Putting things in order for others; using a 
system or rules to arrange things.

Physical Activity Moving around in my work by walking, 
bending, lifting, etc.

SOURCE: http://www.act.org/workkeys/assess/personal.html
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ORGANIZER
Check yes or no to show whether this test evaluates each of the following skills or 
traits. Then answer the three questions below. Use the back of this page if you need 
more room.
Name of Test: 	 _____________________________________________________

Does it evaluate this skill or trait? Yes No

Math 
Reading 
Science 
Language 
Following Directions
Work Ethic
Work Attitude 
Interests
People Skills
Leadership Ability
Management Potential
Problem Solving Skills
Technical Skills
Performance	Tendencies	(toward	safe/unsafe	behavior)
Talent Characteristics (such as cooperation, discipline, stability)
Interests and values
Listening 
Writing
Locating Information
Observation
Teamwork

1.	 Who	might	take	this	test?	What	does	it	tell	an	employer/evaluator?	____________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What types of questions are on this test? Give examples. 	____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. How might you prepare for this test? 	_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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NOTES
Use	this	page	to	record	the	findings	of	other	groups.
1) Name of Test: 	______________________________________________________________

What does it test?	______________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________

Why might I take it?_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________

Types	of	questions:______________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________

How	to	prepare:	_______________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________

2) Name of Test: 	______________________________________________________________

What does it test?	______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Why might I take it?_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Types	of	questions:______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How	to	prepare:	_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3) Name of Test: 	______________________________________________________________

What does it test?	______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Why might I take it?_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Types	of	questions:______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How	to	prepare:	_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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